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Shadegg, Kyl Introduce Bill to Bolster U.S. Travel

Washington – Today, Congressmen John Shadegg (R-AZ) and Neil Abercrombie (D-HI) introduced legislation to jump-start the ailing travel and tourism industry and restore consumer confidence in travel throughout the United States.  The “Travel America Now” Act will provide a $500 tax credit per person ($1,000 for a couple filing jointly) for personal travel expenses for travel originating and within the U.S.  On the other side of Capitol Hill, Senator Jon Kyl (R-AZ) has introduced companion legislation.

“The catastrophic events of September 11th have had a disproportionately negative impact on the U.S. travel and tourism industry,” said Shadegg.   “It has not only harmed the hotel, car rental, restaurant, entertainment, and other related travel and tourism businesses, but it has had a large ripple effect damaging many businesses that are only indirectly related to the travel and tourism industry.” 

The tax credit will cover travel expenses associated with airplane, cruise, train, and bus tickets, hotel and motel accommodations, auto expenses and rental cars.    The legislation would be effective for travel which is taken this year, or for travel in the future which is paid for this year.  

“As a complement to the enhanced safety measures that are being implemented throughout the country, Congress should include in the economic stimulus package a temporary incentive to travel.  This incentive will encourage Americans to resume recreational travel and tourism, as well as provide a much-needed stimulus to the American economy,” said Shadegg.
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