October 16, 2003

Winning The Peace

Dear Colleague,


This week we will be debating the President’s $87 billion Supplemental request on the House Floor.  For some of my colleagues, this is an opportunity to score political points, or push their own agenda - but we must all remember that this debate should be about just one thing: Winning the peace in Iraq.  The President’s request has been separated into two categories:  defense and reconstruction funding.  But as many of us have discovered by talking with troops in Iraq and members of the Coalition Provisional Authority, it’s all defense spending.  

In order to win the peace, we should refuse all attempts to make portions of the $20 billion that the President has requested for rebuilding Iraq a loan rather than a grant. At the moment, Iraq is saddled with nearly $200 billion in debts incurred by Saddam Hussein and his brutish regime. This money is owed to nations like France, Saudi Arabia and Russia.  This debt should be forgiven, and the new Iraqi government should start with a clean slate. But we will be hard-pressed to argue for these massive debts to be ignored if we are demanding repayment for our $20 billion.

In addition, perception is critical in the War on Terrorism. We have all seen anti-American demonstrators with signs that condemn us for trading, “Blood for Oil.” We know that the liberation of Iraq was not motivated by greed, but if Iraqi oil revenue is used to pay for reconstruction the perception will be devastating.

We have a responsibility to the Iraqis, and to our own citizens and future generations. The security of the American people, as well as American credibility, is at stake. If we follow through, a free and prosperous Iraq will be a beacon of hope throughout the Middle East and the world. If we fail, the enemies of freedom will be emboldened. We must not shortchange our national security for short-term fiscal concerns.  In closing, we direct your attention to the words of General George C. Marshall:

“As I said more formally a moment ago, we are remote from the scene of these troubles. It is virtually impossible at this distance merely by reading, or listening, or even seeing photographs or motion pictures, to grasp at all the real significance of the situation. And yet the whole world of the future hangs on a proper judgment. It hangs, I think, to a large extent on the realization of the American people, of just what are the various dominant factors. What are the reactions of the people? What are the justifications of those reactions? What are the sufferings? What is needed? What can best be done? What must be done?”
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