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Watchdog Group Rates Shadegg #1

Against Government Waste

Tied With 8 Other Members for First

WASHINGTON - Working to end government waste is an endless job, but U.S. Congressman John Shadegg was among the few up to the task last year, according to a group that advocates for taxpayers.

The Council for Citizens Against Government Waste (CCAGW) today released its 2003 Congressional Ratings. Since 1989, CCAGW has examined congressional votes to determine which members protect tax dollars, and which members spend wastefully by voting for legislation that grows government and has negative repercussions for Americans' wallets.

“There is never ending pressure on Congress to spend more and more, especially in an election year,” Shadegg said. “It is important for us to remember that there is no such thing as government money - it’s the taxpayers’ money, and we need to be careful about how we spend each penny.”

For the 2003 rankings, CCAGW rated 38 key votes in the House and 25 key votes in the Senate. The votes range from preventing pork-barrel projects, to reducing discretionary spending, to opposing the massive $534 billion 10-year Medicare drug plan.

The highest score in the House was 95 percent, shared by Shadegg and eight other members: Todd Akin (R-Mo.), Gresham Barrett (R-S.C.), Steve Chabot (R-Ohio), Jim DeMint (R-S.C.), Mark Green (R-Wisc.), Jeff Miller (R-Fla.), Paul Ryan (R-Wisc.), and Pat Toomey (R-Pa.). On the other end of the spectrum, the lowest score was 5 percent, a dubious distinction going to Rep. Chaka Fattah (D-Pa.).

The Council for Citizens Against Government Waste is the lobbying arm of Citizens Against Government Waste, the nation's largest nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to eliminating waste, fraud, abuse, and mismanagement in government.


In April, Shadegg was named a “Friend of the Taxpayer” by the National Taxpayers Union, another watchdog group. The NTU award reflected an analysis of every vote affecting fiscal policy during 2003.

