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Bush Pushes Two Shadegg Proposals

Bills Will Make Insurance Affordable and Accessible for Countless Americans

WASHINGTON - As he formally accepted his nomination for a second term in office, President George W. Bush pledged his support for two proposals offered by U.S. Congressman John Shadegg.  

The first, introduced by Shadegg earlier this year, would make health insurance more affordable and lower the number of uninsured Americans.  Known as the Health Care Choice Act, it is the only bill in Congress that would allow consumers to shop across state lines for health insurance.  

Shadegg said, “Consumers will still have access to all the local benefits and services they require and at the best price available in any of the 50 states.”  On page 21 of his “Agenda for America,” the President shared Shadegg’s faith in the proposal and supported “giving people the freedom to shop across state lines to find the best rates for their health coverage.”  

The President also supported a Shadegg proposal to expand Association Health Plans.  The President endorsed allowing “civic and charitable groups, churches, and other types of organizations to offer health insurance to their members.”  Shadegg introduced this concept in 1999 with legislation allowing affinity groups - such as the Kiwanis Club, a university alumni association, or other similar group - to offer health benefits packages to its members.  

“We can help people, not by setting up a massive new government bureaucracy, but by empowering individuals to make the best choice for themselves and their families,” said Shadegg.  “The President clearly shares this view, and I'm proud and excited that he included the proposals as part of his agenda.  I look forward to working with him to help the uninsured and all Americans get more affordable health insurance.”  
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