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Shadegg Joins Call for More U.S. Troops in Iraq

Says that Increase in Forces Should Lead to Fewer American Deaths

Washington - U.S. Congressman John Shadegg sent a letter to President Bush today urging that more American military forces be deployed to Iraq.

“We cannot let our enemies break America’s resolve,” Shadegg said. “We are at a critical juncture in our effort to liberate Iraq. Our young men and women in Iraq are fighting to protect us here at home, and we must continue to give them the support they need to get the job done.”

Shadegg, who supports President Bush and believes that Iraq is an important front in the War on Terror, said that a larger force would be able to better control the violence in Iraq, leading to fewer American casualties. 

“Our goal is to see Iraq governed with justice and peace by the Iraqis themselves,” Shadegg said. “Our forces should not stay a moment longer than necessary to see that dream realized, but we must make sure that they do not leave a moment too soon, and that there are enough forces available to protect our troops and carry out our mission.”

General John Abizaid, the commander of the U.S. Central Command and the highest-ranking general in Iraq, requested an increase in forces over the weekend. Congressman Shadegg said that he agrees with President Bush that the commander on the ground has the best sense of whether or not the effort requires more troops.

