For Immediate Release:                                                                                                
Nov. 18, 2005                                                                                                  Michael Steel

202-225-3361
 
Shadegg Votes Against Pork-Filled Approps Bill

$66 Billion Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development Bill Stuffed with Over 1200 Projects

 

Washington - Apparently, some members of Congress didn't learn a lesson from the "Bridges to Nowhere" - because an appropriations bill that passed the House of Representatives today contained more than 1200 pork barrel projects for individual members. 

 

U.S. Congressman John Shadegg, who joined 30 others in voting against the bill, said, "I had hoped, with the nation at war, and in the wake of a series of devastating hurricanes, that Congress finally got the message: no more pork. But this bill proved that the urge to tuck personal projects in massive spending legislation is still at crisis levels."

 

Congress recently removed hundreds of millions of dollars earmarked for two bridges in sparsely-settled areas of Alaska from the spending legislation, after the so-called "Bridges to Nowhere" sparked a national outcry against wasteful pork-barrel spending. 

 

Projects remaining in the Transportation, Housing and Urban Development bill, which passed today, included $200,000 for the Yam Movie Palace in Portales, New Mexico, $100,000 for outdoor ice skating rinks in Toledo, Ohio, $75,000 to Lancaster, Ohio to expand a glass-blowing museum, and - continuing the theme - $550,000 for construction at the Museum of Glass in Tacoma, Washington. 

 

"Pork barrel projects create an incentive for Members of Congress to make decisions that should be made at the state or local level, just so they can take credit for the money, and an incentive to vote for ever-higher levels of spending," Shadegg said. "We need to respect the U.S. Constitution and the principles of federalism."

