May 4, 2005

 
Shadegg Introduces the

Patients' Health Care Reform Act

Harnesses  Market Forces to Reduce the Number of Uninsured 

 
Washington, DC - Every American, particularly the uninsured, should have access to an affordable health care plan of their choosing. That is the goal of the Patients Health Care Reform Act, announced today by House Policy Chairman John Shadegg.

 

Introduced during Cover the Uninsured Week, the legislation would allow all Americans, including the 45 million uninsured, to claim a refundable tax credit for the purchase of an individual or family health insurance policy. 

 

"We need to harness the power of the market to reduce the number of Americans without health insurance," Shadegg said. "The answer is not a one-size-fits all government program, but empowering individuals and families to make their own choices."

 

The bill also increases choices for insured individuals by enabling them to compare their employer's plan with others offered in the market and purchase one that best suits their needs - while retaining the same tax benefits that their employers enjoy.

 

"When people have the ability to make informed decisions about their health care, plans that serve their customers well will succeed - those that do not will be unable to compete," Shadegg said. "Until consumers can purchase their health care like their auto, homeowners, or life insurance, we won't reform health care; we will only re-regulate it."

 

At a time when companies are constantly changing employees' health coverage, the Patients' Health Care Reform Act would also provide stability. In a recent survey, more than half the companies polled had increased deductibles or changed insurance carriers since 2000. Under Rep. Shadegg's legislation, such disruptions would be alleviated."

