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Shadegg Health Care Bill Discussed 

at White House Economic Summit

 
WASHINGTON - Several health care experts gathered at the White House today endorsed U.S. Congressman John Shadegg's Health Care Choice Act, a bill that would lower health insurance costs and reduce the number of uninsured Americans by creating a nationwide market for health insurance competition.

 

"I'm glad that both the President and Speaker Hastert are supportive of the goals of this bill, and I'm looking forward to getting it passed into law when Congress returns," Shadegg said. 

 

President Bush endorsed the idea of creating a nationwide market for health insurance in his acceptance speech at the Republican National Convention in New York. Today Secretary of Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson, who chaired a panel on controlling health care costs, asked what the White House can do specifically to help pass legislation like Congressman Shadegg's bill. 
There are currently over 1,500 individual mandates for health insurance coverage in different states. Increasingly, these mandates are pricing people out of the health insurance market altogether. "Excessive health insurance mandates have led not only to rising costs, but also fewer insurance choices," said Karen Kerrigan, a panelist and the founder of the Small Business Survival Committee. She also called Shadegg's legislation a "very common-sense idea." 

Grace-Marie Turner, another panelist and president of the Galen Foundation, said, "Right now if you live in New Jersey, for example, health insurance policies can cost $3,000 or more a month, largely because the state says people can wait until after they get sick to buy insurance - and still pay the same premiums as others who have been paying all along. That's like saying that you can wait to buy homeowner's insurance after your house is on fire - at the same price as your neighbor who has been paying premiums for years. This drives up the costs, as do an excessive number of mandates on what the insurance must cover." 

Two-thirds of Americans without health insurance work in low-paying jobs, and they cite the high cost of health insurance as one of the leading factors keeping them from getting coverage. Shadegg's Health Care Choice Act will reduce the cost of health insurance by cutting excessive bureaucracy, and letting people choose the coverage they need. 

