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Shadegg Introduces "Gas Tax Relief Act"

 

Backs Bill to Suspend the 18.4 Cent Per Gallon Federal Gas Tax

 
WASHINGTON - "In the eight days since Hurricane Katrina struck America, the price of gasoline needed by American families and businesses has increased by a stunning 46 cents a gallon," U.S. Congressman John Shadegg said today. "While the cause of the price increase is a subject of debate - and the federal government cannot mandate lower gas prices - we can at least help Americans deal with this increase."

 

That is why Shadegg, the House Republican Policy Chairman, and Rep. Phil English (R-Penn.) have introduced the Gas Tax Relief Act, which suspends the federal gas tax of 18.4 cents per gallon for one month. 

 

 "It is inappropriate for the federal government to continue adding to the high cost of fuel," Shadegg said. "We cannot wave a magic wand and lower gas prices, but we can and should reduce the burden of the recent extreme price spikes on America's families and businesses by temporarily suspending the federal gas tax."

 

The Gas Tax Relief Act was introduced with 18 bipartisan original co-sponsors. The one-month suspension will begin as soon as the bill becomes law. 

 

"Hopefully gas prices will come down over the next month but, in the meantime, we need to help our families and businesses," Shadegg said. 

 

Within the next week, Shadegg will introduce a bill to increase oil refining capacity in response to the critical shortage exposed by Hurricane Katrina, which knocked out ten percent of the United States' refining capacity.

