REAGAN

By Congressman John Shadegg

Ronald Reagan ran for President to change America.  In the end, he changed the world.  As Arizonans, we can be proud that our state played a vital role in the “Reagan Revolution”.

Barry Goldwater started what became the Reagan Revolution with his own run for the Presidency in 1964.  Some dismissed Goldwater’s loss as the end of the nascent conservative movement, but they were wrong: it was just the beginning. 

Reagan took to the national political stage during the Goldwater campaign with his seminal speech “A Time for Choosing.”  In losing the battle for the White House, Goldwater passed the conservative torch to Ronald Reagan. Together they continued the war of ideas, and nurtured the conservative movement.  Reagan’s 1966 campaign for Governor of California struck the same themes as Goldwater’s presidential campaign, and Reagan won in a landside. 

My father, Stephen Shadegg, was Goldwater’s campaign manager, speechwriter and longtime friend.  Growing up with Goldwater and meeting many of the leaders of the conservative movement - including Reagan in 1968 - gave me a special appreciation for who Ronald Reagan was and what he stood for.  

Reagan was one of the few politicians who had deeply held beliefs and never strayed from fundamental principles.  The rarest commodities in Washington, D.C. are courage and honesty. Reagan was nothing if not courageous, and, like Goldwater, his greatest tool was the truth.  When Ronald Reagan said something, you knew it came from the heart.

His courage and honesty touched people’s lives. Hundreds of thousands of Americans stood in line for hours this week to pay their last respects.  This was a fitting tribute to a man who loved his country so much, and whose citizens admired and loved him in return.

Reagan came to office at a time of economic malaise and “stagflation”. He understood that cutting tax rates spurred economic growth and, as a result, increased government revenues. His tax policy proved that “a rising tide” of economic recovery “lifts all boats.” In the midst of the Cold War, he dramatically cut income taxes, from 70 percent to 28 percent, and increased defense spending. It worked. The result was a booming economy, the end of double-digit interest rates and inflation, increased government revenues, and the collapse of the “evil empire.”
Reagan is best known as an aggressive opponent of communism, as the strong cold warrior that stood up to the Soviet Union and its allies across the globe.  Less well remembered is that this doctrine of “peace through strength” allowed President Reagan to sign the largest arms reduction treaty at the time.

Ronald Reagan’s charm, optimism, and steadfast beliefs shaped the United States into the country it is today. He sparked economic growth, strengthened our military, and bridged divides in international relations.

We all have a special memory of Reagan. For me, in addition to meeting him personally, it was his 1964 speech.  In it, he outlined his dedication to limited government and personal responsibility.

“This idea that government was beholden to the people, that it had no other source of power, is still the newest, most unique idea in all the long history of man's relation to man. This is the issue of this election: Whether we believe in our capacity for self-government or whether we abandon the American Revolution and confess that a little intellectual elite in a far-distant capital can plan our lives for us better than we can plan them ourselves.”

Ronald Reagan was an heir to Barry Goldwater's vision that the greatness of America lies not in its government bureaucracy, but in its people.  In the same 1964 speech, he called on citizens to resist the temptation of a growing government.

“Are you willing to spend time studying the issues, making yourself aware, and then conveying that information to family and friends? Will you resist the temptation to get a government handout for your community? Realize that the doctor's fight against socialized medicine is your fight. We can't socialize the doctors without socializing the patients. Recognize that government invasion of public power is eventually an assault upon your own business. If some among you fear taking a stand because you are afraid of reprisals from customers, clients, or even government, recognize that you are just feeding the crocodile hoping he'll eat you last.”   

President Reagan was one of the towering figures of the 20th century and one of the greatest defenders of freedom that America and the world have ever known.  

Rather than mourn his loss, we should celebrate his life and his countless contributions to our country.  And, we should renew our commitment that America must remain the “shining city upon the hill.”

Page 1 of 2

