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Shadegg Amendment to 9/11 Commission Bill Approved

Will Bring Emergency Warning into the Digital Age

WASHINGTON - US Congressman John Shadegg today successfully amended H.R. 10, the 9/11 Recommendations Implementation Act, to require the Secretary of Homeland Security, in consultation with other stakeholders, to study how a system similar to AMBER Alert can be transformed into an emergency warning system for natural disasters and terrorist attacks.

“More and more, technology is becoming ubiquitous, and it would be foolish not to capitalize on these potential conduits for informing Americans about what to do in an emergency so that they can decide how best to protect themselves,” Shadegg said.

As Chairman of the Subcommittee on Emergency Preparedness and Response, Congressman Shadegg held hearings last month on the current gaps and functional problems with the current Emergency Alert System (EAS).  On September 11, 2001, the EAS was not activated.

“It is critical to link our first responders, emergency managers, and local law enforcement with the organizations and groups with the technology to broadcast these warnings to the public,” Shadegg stated.  “AMBER Alert has been extremely successful in doing that.  It is now time to examine how we can replicate that success for all hazards emergency warnings.”

Under the Shadegg amendment to H.R. 10, the Secretary of Homeland Security will be required to submit a report to Congress on the findings and recommendations of the pilot study nine months after enactment. 

Current U.S. statistics show that there are 169 million cell phone users, that there are 28 million high-speed Internet lines always on, that there are over 11 million paging units in service, and that well over 90 percent of American households have telephone service.

