April 4, 2002

Cosponsor the Tax Limitation Amendment!

Dear Colleague:

Having passed important tax legislation last session, Congress must continue working for lower taxes on hard working Americans to help spur economic growth.  Making it more difficult to increase taxes would go a long way toward achieving this goal.  The Tax Limitation Amendment requires a two-thirds “supermajority” in order to raise taxes, forcing Congress to act in a fiscally responsible manner when increasing revenue.  To cosponsor, please respond to Will Murchison in my office at x52231 or Will.Murchison@mail.house.gov .

Sincerely,

Pete Sessions

Member of Congress

Tax Limitation Amendment
Key Points:

· A 2/3 “supermajority” standard is reserved for the most important of issues, including amending the Constitution, impeaching the President, and ratifying international treaties. The same standard of importance should be used when deciding to take more money from the American people.

· The four largest tax increases since 1980- in 1982, 1987, 1990 and the largest ever in 1993 all would have failed if a 2/3 supermajority had been required. 
· States that have passed tax limitation amendments show greater economic growth and better job creation.  An analysis of the 9 states that have had tax limitation mechanisms in place since 1993 shows a very clear trend.  Economic growth (as measured by per capita gross state product) was 10% higher in states with tax limitation, as compared to all other states.  Similarly, job growth was 20% higher in TLA states than in all other states over the same period. 
· A 2/3-supermajority standard would require Members to be more fiscally responsible with the money available by making it more difficult for Congress to endlessly reach into Americans’ pockets to fund increased spending.
