June 29, 2005

BIG MONEY: OLD DOG, NEW TRICKS

Fight Back with H.R. 1316 

Dear Republican Colleague: 

While the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 (BCRA) sought to remove big money from American politics, the 2004 election cycle demonstrated that where there’s a will, there’s a way. As soon as the BCRA shut one door to big money, 527 organizations opened another. Exempt from the BCRA’s soft money contribution ban, 527s became the perfect channel for unregulated, unlimited contributions. Big money was back:
· 527s raised nearly $600 million in soft money (up from only $71 million in 2000). This represents far more money raised than the RNC, NRCC, or NRSC. 
· MoveOn.org alone raised and spent more money on its advertisements and grass roots efforts than the entire budget of the NRSC. 
· Liberal activist George Soros single handedly contributed $27 million to 527s.
· The top ten individual donors to 527s collectively contributed $119 million, a dramatic $100 million increase from 2002 top ten contributions. 
        * Source: Political Money Line.

As an unintentional consequence of the BCRA, soft money has flooded into 527s. This shift from broad based parties to single-issue 527s puts our political system at risk. 527s, unaccountable to voters, are making politics less civil and less responsible. 

I urge you to support H.R. 1316, the 527 Fairness Act of 2005. This legislation would help other political players offset the undue role of 527 organizations. H.R. 1316 restores and strengthens the role of political parties; puts grassroots, labor unions, and trade associations on a level field with 527s; and encourages contributions to Federal PACs. I firmly believe that these measures effectively will restore balance to our political system without jeopardizing 527s or the original intentions of the BCRA. I hope that you will join me in supporting this very important legislation. 

Sincerely, 

Pete Sessions

Member of Congress (R-TX)
