Back to School Tax Relief Act
H.R. 5193 

Sponsor:  Rep. Bob Schaffer
· Expands Higher Ed Deduction to K-12
· Current law provides an above-the-line deduction for up to $3,000 of higher education expenses.  Families do not have to itemize to claim this deduction; it may be claimed in addition to the standard deduction.  This deduction was enacted into law last year as part of President Bush’s tax relief package.

· The Back to School Education Tax Relief Act would extend the $3,000 deduction for qualified educational expenses at a K-12 public, private, religious, or home school.

· Qualified K-12 Expenses
· Qualified expenses would include tuition, fees, academic tutoring, special needs services, books, supplies, uniforms, transportation, and expenses for the purchase of computer technology and equipment.

· Who Qualifies?
· The deduction would be available to individuals with adjusted gross income of $20,000 or less ($40,000 or less for married couples).  These income limits focus the deduction on lower-income families who are most likely to need educational assistance at the K-12 level.
· Data show that families with incomes under $35,000 represent one out of four families with children in private schools; 66 percent of families with children in Catholic elementary schools, and 45 percent of families with children in Catholic high schools.  These families would greatly benefit from the deduction.  
· Example:  Married couple earning $35,000 with one child in public school.  The family incurs $3,000 of tutoring expenses throughout the year.
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For more information, contact Erika Lestelle (202-225-4676) in Rep. Schaffer’s office

