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Schaffer Introduces Resolution Honoring Fallen Air Tanker Pilots

Legislation recognizes Rick Schwartz and Milt Stollak, killed in plane crash July 18

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Congressman Bob Schaffer (R-CO) today introduced federal legislation officially honoring pilots Rick Schwartz and Milt Stollak, killed July 18 when their air tanker crashed while battling the Big Elk fires near Estes Park, Colorado.  The resolution encourages individuals to contribute to the Air Tanker 123 Memorial Fund honoring the two men.

"The Congress honors the late Rick Lee Schwartz and Milt Stollak, recognizing that they were truly remarkable Americans who exemplified the gallantry, honor, duty, virtue, and determination held in such high esteem by the people of this nation,” the Schaffer resolution states.

Clear Channel of Northern Colorado is gathering proceeds for the Air Tanker 123 Memorial Fund, with the goal of erecting a memorial to the sacrifice of the two fallen pilots, according to the resolution. Checks should be made out to Clear Channel of Northern Colorado c/o the Air Tanker 123 Memorial Fund.

"These brave men gave their lives to protect others as well as America’s forests," Schaffer said.  "The least Congress can do is articulate the sorrow of a grateful nation, equally appreciative of all other firefighters who regularly risk their lives and place themselves in harm’s way in order to protect life and property."

# # #


Congressman Schaffer was first elected to Congress in November of 1996.  He is a member of the Committees on Agriculture, Resources, and Education and Workforce. He is Vice Chairman of the Education Subcommittee on Education Reform, Co-Chairman  of the Ukrainian Caucus, President of the Republican Junior Class, and the Speaker’s appointee to the House Republican Policy Committee.  His official Internet website address is www.house.gov/schaffer.
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