April 11, 2002

Dear Colleague:

Our nation recently suffered a devastating blow from a new and faceless enemy.  As always, our troops have responded remarkably in the face of their unconventional adversary.  As we again call on our Armed Forces to sacrifice their lives to ensure freedom, I invite you to join me in supporting legislation that can help ease the burden on our service men and women in times of family hardship. 
In testimony before the Armed Services Committee, the service chiefs emphasized the importance of addressing the needs of military personnel and their families.  General Eric Shinseki, Chief of Staff for the United States Army, stated, “Army readiness is inextricably linked to the well-being of our people.  Our success depends on the whole team - soldiers, civilians, retirees and their families - all of whom serve the Nation.”  Admiral Vernon E. Clark, Chief of Naval Operations, added, “We are winning the battle for people, but important challenges remain.”

We must continue to support our military personnel and their families.  That is why I introduced a bill that will “give back” to our military personnel and their families in need.  The “Voluntary Leave Transfer Program” will allow leave-time to be donated from one service member to another who is experiencing a hardship.  The program is modeled after one currently available to civil service employees.  Proving successful in the civil service, it is only fair to offer the same benefit to those in uniform. 

Consider the plight of a service member who has a family member suffering from serious illness.  Perhaps the member has expended the bulk of their leave to care for the loved one.  Under the “Voluntary Leave Transfer Program” a service member could donate some leave to their comrade in need.  Under this program, the unit commander will have the flexibility to facilitate the transfer of time from one member of the military to another.  Not only is this a benefit for service members, but it also provides commanders with flexible tools to support their troops.  

If you would like to join me in providing this tangible benefit to our men and women in uniform, please contact Darren Dick at x56601 or via e-mail to cosponsor this important legislation.






Sincerely,

                                                            /s






Jim Ryun






Member of Congress
