May 16, 2001
Dear Colleague:

McCain-Feingold is

AT ODDS

With Our Nation’s History

“…When men differ in opinion, both sides ought equally to have the advantage of being heard by the public.”

--Benjamin Franklin, 1731


McCain-Feingold, if enacted into law, would (for example):


Make it possible for candidates and political parties (on behalf of candidates) to purchase TV advertising time at artificially low rates 60 days prior to a general election, while all other citizens and groups would have to pay the standard rates.


Restrict to $2000 the value of a newspaper ad a citizen could buy after consulting with a candidate, while newspaper editors can consult with candidates and run unlimited numbers of editorials.

“The freedom of opinion, and the reasonable maintenance of it, is not a crime and ought not to occasion injury.”

--Thomas Jefferson, 1801


McCain-Feingold, if enacted into law, would (for example):


Make it a crime for strategically keeping secret a $10,000 independent expenditure two days before the expenditure (within three weeks of an election).


Levy financial penalties against citizens who coordinate on issue-activities with candidates running for re-election within 60 days of a general election and within 30 days of a primary and fail to report such activities to the Federal Election Commission.

 “He who molds public sentiment goes deeper than he who enacts statutes or pronounces decisions.”

--Abraham Lincoln, 1858


McCain-Feingold, if enacted into law, would (for example):


Restrict the ability of citizens to advocate issue-positions within 60 days of a general election and within 30 days of a primary election, if such advocacy is a TV ad that merely refers to a candidate.


Ban corporations and unions from similar issue-advocacy that merely refers to a candidate.

 “When even one American-who has done nothing wrong-is forced by fear to shut his mind and close his mouth, then all Americans are in peril.”

--Harry S. Truman, 1950


McCain-Feingold, if enacted into law, would (for example):


Force citizens to check the calendar before engaging in any election-related expenditure out of fear of breaking the law.


Make citizens wary of publicly identifying an issue by its chief legislative sponsors (e.g. “McCain-Feingold”) within 60 days of a general election and within 30 days of a primary out of fear of triggering federal campaign law.

Let’s keep America on the course of increasing, not decreasing, the freedom of speech.  Oppose McCain-Feingold and anything like it.

Sincerely,


/S/


Jim Ryun


Member of Congress
