GIVE MILITARY SPOUSES FREEDOM OF CHOICE FOR THEIR PRENATAL, DELIVERY AND POSTNATAL CARE!

BECOME AN ORIGINAL CO-SPONSOR!









March 30, 2001

Dear Colleague:

As you are aware, last year was a watershed event for improvements in both active and retired military members’ healthcare. Unfortunately, one major military group did not see a progressive change in their military healthcare services: the military dependent. 

Currently, healthcare options available to the military dependent are complex.  A dependent has the option to exercise their benefits under TRICARE Standard and Extra or enroll in Prime.  By not enrolling in TRICARE Prime (the military’s HMO), a beneficiary chooses to remain in Standard or Extra.  Yet, the military dependent who exercises their Standard or Extra benefit, is voluntarily accepting higher copayments and deductibles in return for the freedom to choose their own providers.  

The military has further complicated matters for the TRICARE Standard and Extra beneficiaries in the realm of prenatal, delivery and postnatal care. If a pregnant spouse intends to continue using her chosen civilian provider after the visit confirming pregnancy, the law requires a nonavailability of health care statement (NAS) to be issued from the commanding officer of a Military Treatment Facility (MTF).  Bear in mind the reason a spouse elects to use their TRICARE Standard or Extra benefits is primarily based on freedom of choice. Why then should the commander be able to mandate the pregnant spouse’s return to the MTF for prenatal, delivery and postnatal care?  

Consider the statement submitted by the Military Coalition’s healthcare committee:

“DoD must honor the decision made by the beneficiaries and not insist that they "jump through administrative hoops" to exercise this choice, particularly since most care in MTFs and clinics is being given on a first priority basis to Prime enrollees anyway.  More importantly, this capricious (NAS) policy frequently denies TRICARE Standard beneficiaries, who have chosen the more expensive fee for service options, one of the most important principles of quality health care - continuity of care by a provider of their choice.”

In order to remove this inequality, I am introducing legislation that eliminates the burdensome requirement mandating that a pregnant spouse obtains a NAS before receiving prenatal, delivery, and postnatal care from a civilian healthcare provider. If you want to join me in providing the highest quality of healthcare options to this dedicated group that seldom receives recognition, please contact Nicole Miller at x56601 or via e-mail if you wish to be an original cosponsor of this important bill.






Sincerely,






JIM RYUN






MEMBER OF CONGRESS
