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Radanovich Authors Hmong Veterans Naturalization Bill

Washington, DC -- Today Congressman George Radanovich (R-CA) introduced a bill to extend the deadline to become U.S. citizens for Hmong Veterans and their spouses who assisted United States military in Vietnam.  This legislation, the Bruce Vento Hmong Veterans’ Naturalization Extension Act, will extend the deadline 18 months beyond the current November deadline.  

“This bill will help many brave individuals who already know more about American values than most of their fellow immigrants ever will,” Radanovich said.  “So many of our soldiers would have perished if not for their heroic actions in Southeast Asia.”

Last year, Congress passed the Hmong Veterans’ Naturalization Act, which waived the English language requirement on the citizenship test.  This legislation was signed into law and is currently being implemented.  However, unforeseen challenges and the complexity of implementing this legislation has made it virtually impossible to fully implement this bill before the November 26, 2001 deadline.  

The Hmong Veterans’ Naturalization Act was spear headed by Rep. Bruce Vento (D-MN) and Rep. Radanovich.  This legislative achievement was one of the last major projects Rep. Vento worked on before he passed away a few months ago of cancer.  

“I have introduced this bill to not only extend the deadline, but to honor the good work my colleague did for America,” Radanovich said.  “This modest legislation is one way we can thank the Congressman Vento and the brave soldiers for their contribution to our nation’s history.”

Radanovich represents the 19th District of California, which includes all or parts of Fresno, Madera, Mariposa, and Tulare Counties.  He serves on the Energy and Commerce and Resources Committees and is an Assistant Majority Whip.
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