NIH’s Institute of Mental Health Funds*:

· A Study of Dorm-Room Wall Decorations & Webpages: $72,973

(entitled “Expressions of Identity in Virtual and Physical Spaces”)

· A Study of “What makes a meaningful day?”: $916,733 as of FY03

(entitled “Goals, Identity, And Meaning In Life”)



*First identified in: “A Federal Failure in Psychiatric Research: Continuing NIMH Negligence in Funding Sufficient Research on Serious Mental Illnesses (Nov. 19, 2003),” E. Fuller Torrey, M.D., et al. http://www.psychlaws.org/nimhreport/federalfailure.htm
“Expressions of Identity in Virtual and Physical Spaces”

“Abstract: The proposed research is based on the idea that environments individuals craft around themselves, such as bedrooms and offices, are rich with information about the occupants' personalities, abilities, values, and lifestyles. My collaborators and I have developed a model articulating the mechanisms by which individuals impact the environments they inhabit and the processes that observers use to make inferences about the occupants on the basis of these spaces. Our model specifies two broad classes of mechanism linking individuals to the spaces they occupy: (1) identity claims, which are defined as deliberate statements directed to the self or others regarding how one would like to be viewed, and (2) behavioral residue, which is defined as the physical traces of activities conducted in the environment. The goal of the two studies proposed in the present application is to examine the first of these mechanisms identity claims. The first study will examine personal webpages on the Internet. This study will be exploratory in nature, examining the motives for placing information about oneself in publicly accessible perceived as they actually see themselves or as they would like to be ideally? To investigate the function of public self-expression, the second study will examine what happens when individuals are prevented from making identity claims in their living spaces. In an experimental study using a yoked design, we will examine what happens when students must display another students must display another individual's identity claims on their dorm-room walls. Do individuals become distressed when they cannot use their physical environments to make statements about their values, attitudes, and preferences? Is their self-esteem diminished? Do their grades suffer? By identifying the role of identity claims and the impact of not being permitted to use one highly visible medium of student expression, we can begin to understand the importance of self-expression in the environment and elsewhere. If environmental self-expression contributes to mental and/or physical well being, then the findings will inform policies regarding the design of physical spaces in institutions such as prisons, offices, hospitals, and retirement homes. The two pilot studies proposed here will provide the foundation for a subsequent grant application designed to test the specific processes proposed in our model of occupant-environmental links.” 

Project Start:  01-APR-2002;  
Project End:  31-MAR-2004; NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MENTAL HEALTH   FY02: $72,973; Grant Number:  1R03MH064527-01A1        

http://crisp.cit.nih.gov/crisp/CRISP_LIB.getdoc?textkey=6531321&p_grant_num=1R03MH064527-01A1&p_query=&ticket=8348768&p_audit_session_id=37740699&p_keywords=       

***

“Goals, identity, and meaning in life”
“Abstract: DESCRIPTION (provided by applicant): Investing in goals and telling stories are two ways that human beings experience meaning in life. The proposed studies expand on the organizational function of daily goals in life, seeking to track the role of goals in autobiographical memory, the stories we tell about those memories, and ultimately to the experience of life as meaningful. A model of the roles of daily goal investment and story construction in meaning making is proposed in which goals guide attention and encoding of daily life events. From these memorable events arise the stories that lend meaning to daily life. In Study 1, the relations of goals to memory for life events and autobiographical stories are examined over one important year of life, the first year in college. Study 1 allows for a prospective examination of the impact of goal investment and goal change on personality development. It is predicted that those who are deeply invested in their daily goals will be most likely to develop when their goals change. In addition, Study 1 will address the question of how goals influence the content of autobiographical memories. Participants will complete a daily diary study during the first week of college and will be asked, on year later to tell the story of that week. Multilevel modeling will be used to address the question, "What makes a meaningful day?" with the diary data from Study 1. In Studies 2 and 3, the creation of story is manipulated, to examine how writing the self's story influences goal pursuit, selfregulation, and, ultimately, well-being. Generally, these studies promise to illuminate the process by which meaning is created and discovered in everyday life. In addition, the consequences of the meaning making process for subsequent goal striving will be explored.” 

Project Start:  01-JUL-1995; Project End:  31-JUL-2005; NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MENTAL HEALTH

Grant Number:  2R01MH054142-07; Funding = at least $916,733 

FY2003: $214,261; FY2002: $214,355;…FY99 $94,178; FY98 $94,460; FY97 $106,465; FY96 $90,747   

FY95 $102,267 

http://crisp.cit.nih.gov/crisp/CRISP_LIB.getdoc?textkey=6780446&p_grant_num=5R01MH054142-08&p_query=&ticket=10827337&p_audit_session_id=49850946&p_keywords=
NIMH Budget:





FY97 Appropriation: $661 million





FY04 Appropriation: $1.3 Billion


FY05 Appropriation Request: $1.421 Billion





FY04 full-time employees: 763


http://www.nimh.nih.gov/about/cj2004.pdf








Research Areas Under NIMH Include:





Alzheimer's


Schizophrenia


Bipolar disorder


Depression


Autism


Eating Disorders


Suicide





� HYPERLINK "http://www.nichd.nih.gov/about/health_topics.cfm" �� http://www.nimh.nih.gov/about/cj2005.pdf �








NIMH Mission





The NIMH mission is to reduce the burden of mental illness and behavioral disorders through research on mind, brain, and behavior. This public health mandate demands that we harness powerful scientific tools to achieve better understanding, treatment, and eventually, prevention of these disabling conditions that affect millions of Americans. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nimh.nih.gov/about/nimh.cfm" ��http://www.nimh.nih.gov/about/nimh.cfm�








