November 28, 2001

Support the Rights of Citizenship Protection Amendment 

to the Help America Vote Act - H.R. 3295

Dear Colleague:

The right to vote is one of the greatest privileges of American citizenship.  Please find attached for your review an article from The Washington Times.  This article reveals how easily a non-citizen, now being detained in the investigation of the September 11 terrorist attacks on New York and Washington, fraudulently registered to vote under the current Motor Voter Law.   

The terrorist attacks of September 11 drove home to our constituents the value, and price, of citizenship in our great country.  To their dismay, there is mounting evidence that there are non-citizens who vote in our elections and abuse the Motor Voter Law to obtain voter registration cards, one of the most important forms of identifying a person as a citizen of the United States.

To prevent future abuses of this nature I am offering an amendment, “The Rights of Citizenship Protection Amendment” to the Help America Vote Act (H.R. 3295).  This amendment will require states to verify citizenship when a person registers to vote.  Under current law, an applicant is required only to check a box claiming United States citizenship, no proof of citizenship is actually required.

Your support and vote in favor of “The Rights of Citizenship Protection Amendment” to the Help America Vote Act will put an end to abuse of our voter registration laws by those who reject our democratic political system and may wish harm to our country.  Allowing a citizen’s vote to be cancelled out by the vote of a non-citizen is just as much disenfranchisement as not counting that citizen’s vote at all.  Unfortunately, that very thing is happening.  Without this amendment, Americans’ votes will continue to be diluted by the votes of those who have not made the commitment of citizenship to our country. 

If you would like to become a cosponsor of this amendment or want more information on this important issue, please contact Jamie Harper of my staff at 5-1252.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Adam H. Putnam

Member of Congress

