Cosponsor The Government Credit Card Sunshine Act of 2005

September 29, 2005
Dear Colleague, 

In the fallout of Hurricane Katrina, the House of Representatives passed several bills totaling more than $62 billion.  Part of this Katrina relief legislation would increase the allowed credit limit on government purchase and travel cards from $15,000 to $250,000.  As we all know, there has been a lot of controversy on whether or not Congress could offset the costs of the Katrina relief bill.  While cutting pork and slowing the growth of government are two excellent options, Congress can also cut the massive amounts of government waste and fraud associated with the use of government credit cards.

A number of examples of this abuse can be found at the Department of Agriculture.  A 2003 audit exposed that employees of the USDA used their government issued credit cards to make personal purchases. The report sampled 300 employees’ credit card activity over a six month period of time.   The auditors reported that 15 percent of the employees abused their government credit cards costing taxpayers $5.8 million. Hardworking Americans footed the bill for Ozzy Osbourne concert tickets, tattoos, lingerie, bartender school tuition, car payments, and cash advances.  After the report was released, the USDA pledged a thorough investigation of the 55,000 USDA credit cards in circulation.  This number includes over 1,500 cards that were held by people no longer working at the USDA.
The Defense Department has its share of credit card abuse and fraud as well.  In 2002, audits show that during an 18-month period, Air Force and Navy employees used government credit cards on personal purchases.  Government employees spent $102,400 for tickets to entertainment events, $48,250 for gambling, $69,300 for cruises, and $73,950 for exotic dance clubs and prostitutes.

If these examples were perpetrated with relatively low credit limits, imagine the amount of fraud, waste, and abuse that will take place now that the credit limit has increased 16 times its original limit. For this reason, I am going to be introducing the Government Credit Card Sunshine Act of 2005.  This act simply requires every government credit card bill to be posted on the Department’s Inspector General website within 15 business days (3 weeks).  The bill also states that federal employees whose abuse totals more than $500 shall face immediate dismissal, be forced to repay the bill, and if applicable, return the items purchased.

It is high time Congress sheds some light on this inexcusable behavior.  By posting the purchases on the Inspector General’s website, fraud will be reduced and oversight will be expedited.  Please join me and become an original cosponsor of the Government Credit Card Sunshine Act of 2005.  For more information or to cosponsor, contact Trey Hicks at 5.6565 or trey.hicks@mail.house.gov.

Sincerely,

TED POE
Member of Congress
TEXAS
