Become an Original Co-Sponsor of the
Egypt Accountability Resolution
 
July 27, 2005
 
Dear Colleague,
 
For the past 25 years, the United States has been providing billions of dollars to Egypt.  Despite being the second largest recipient of United States foreign assistance, Egypt's democratic development has been extremely limited.  Furthermore, according to the Department of State's Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2004, Egypt's human rights record remains poor.
 
Here are some key facts concerning Egypt's record on these issues:
 
· Egyptian authorities continue to mistreat and torture prisoners, arbitrarily arrest and detain persons.
· The United States Commission on International Religious Freedom's 2005 report on Egypt finds that discrimination, intolerance, and other human rights violations committed by Egyptian authorities affect a broad range of Egyptian society, including Muslims, Coptic Christians, Jews, Baha'is and members of other religious communities. 
· Egypt's state-controlled media and state-controlled education materials promotes a prevalent anti-Semitism message. 
· Every Egyptian citizen is required to have a religion printed on their national identification card, and the only religions accepted are Muslim, Judaism, and Christianity.  Converts from Islam to another religion have difficulty obtaining new identity cards with correct information
· Criminal charges by the Government of Egypt against democracy activist and presidential candidate Ayman Nour have been dismissed as baseless by independent Egyptian lawyers.  Despite this fact, Nour's trial is still pending until after the September 2005 Egyptian presidential elections.
 
For years, Egyptian officials have promised to initiate political and human rights reforms, yet no discernable improvements are evident.  The Egypt Accountability Resolution that we are introducing to Congress seeks to hold Egypt accountable for their human rights and political reform record.  It lists specific reforms that could be initiated immediately if Egypt was truly committed to reform.
 
The Resolution also calls on the United States to negotiate an agreement with the Government of Egypt to establish a timetable, with a set of specific benchmarks for progress on political and human rights reforms. If the benchmarks are not met, the resolution calls upon the United States to reconsider the dimensions and direction of economic assistance to Egypt.  It also calls upon our government to offer direct assistance to eligible Egyptian human rights and other civil society groups, which seek to strengthen nonviolent, democratic principles and promote the rule of law, without prior approval of the Government of Egypt. 
 
Let's not give Egypt billions of tax payer dollars while turning a blind eye to their poor human rights record.  Please join us as we hold Egypt accountable to their promise for reforms.  Chairwoman Ros-Lehtinen and Congressman Poe plan on dropping the bill on Friday, July 29th.  To become an original cosponsor, please contact Trey Hicks with Congressman Poe at 5-6565 or trey.hicks@mail.house.gov.
 
Sincerely,
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