August 7, 2001

The Honorable George W. Bush

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We write to urge you to stand firm in your commitment to upholding current civil rights law in H.R. 7, the Community Solutions Act, by protecting the hiring practices of religious organizations.  It is vital that these historic protections are maintained in H.R. 7 as it is considered in the Senate and conference. 

 Recent news reports regarding your meeting with Senators Santorum and Lieberman suggested that you might be willing to modify the language in H.R. 7 related to the hiring practices of religious organizations.  These reports greatly concerned us.  As you know, in 1964 when the Civil Rights Act was written, religious organizations received an exemption, known as Title VII, to be able to hire employees based on their religious beliefs.  This provision was widely understood by civil rights leaders, including Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., as integral to maintaining the mission of religious organizations.  In 1997, the Supreme Court, in Corporation of the Presiding Bishop vs. Amos, ruled 9-0 that religious groups have the right to hire staff on a religious basis.  It held that the Title VII exemption does not violate the Establishment Clause. 

Should H.R. 7 be amended in the Senate or conference to strip these historic protections for religious organizations that accept federal funds under this bill, we would strongly oppose H.R. 7.  The federal government should not force religious organizations as a condition of receiving federal dollars to comply with state and local ordinances that violate an organization's sincerely held religious beliefs.

As passed by the House, H.R.7 keeps the Civil Rights Act and the Title VII exemption in place, as in the four provisions of current law on charitable choice - welfare reform, community renewal, community services block grant, and the Child Health Act of 2000.  Please work to ensure that these protections are maintained in any version of H.R. 7 that is sent to your desk for signature, and actively oppose and even veto any version of H.R. 7 that does not.  We look forward to working with you to advance the faith-based initiative. 





Sincerely,

Reps. Pitts (R-PA), Pence (R-IN), Barr (R-GA), Schaffer (R-CO), Goode (I-VA), Vitter (R-LA), Largent (R-OK), Hart (R-PA), Sam Johnson (R-TX), Jo Ann Davis (R-VA), Aderholt (R-AL), Hoekstra (R-MI), Flake (R-AZ), Jim Ryun (R-KS), Doolittle (R-CA), Souder (R-IN), Chabot (R-OH), Tiahrt (R-KS), Paul Ryan (R-WI)

