The Protecting Children from Peer-to-Peer Pornography Act
The Protecting Children from Peer-to-Peer Pornography (P4) Act gives parents the tools they need to protect their children from pornography and threats to privacy posed by peer-to-peer file trading networks.

The Problem

Peer-to-peer file trading software (“P2P software”) such as KaZaA, Morpheus, LimeWire and BearShare is an emerging conduit for the distribution of pornographic images and videos, including child pornography.  P2P software is widely used by minors, and they are at significant risk of inadvertent exposure to pornography.  P2P software also poses serious security and privacy threats to unwitting users.

The Solution
Regulation of P2P Software:  To address these problems, the P4 Act regulates P2P software.  Specifically, the Act requires the Federal Trade Commission (“FTC”) to adopt regulations that include requirements that anyone who distributes, or authorizes or causes another person to distribute, P2P software in interstate commerce –

· Give notice of the threats posed by P2P software.

· Distribute P2P software to a minor only with a parent’s consent, and not when parents have used a “do not install” beacon to indicate their desire to avoid P2P software.

· Comply with the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act when collecting information from children under age 13.

· Ensure that the software can be readily uninstalled.

· Ensure that the user’s computer not be commandeered as a “supernode,” and not disable or circumvent security or protective software, without consent.

· If not a U.S. resident, designate an agent for service of process in the U.S.

Other FTC Activity:  The FTC also is to –

· Develop functional requirements for “do not install” beacons that parents can use to avoid having P2P software installed on their computers.

· Make available the means to uninstall unwanted P2P software if the distributors of the software have failed to do so.

· Conduct an annual study concerning P2P software and report the results to Congress.

Enforcement.  The FTC and appropriate state authorities are authorized to enforce the regulations adopted under the Act.

Contact: Ken Miller (Pitts) at x5-2411 or ken.miller@mail.house.gov
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