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Rep. Pitts calls for end to

federal funds for cloning firms

Washington-Congressman Joe Pitts (R, PA-16) was one of 25 Members of Congress today who called for an end to federal funds going to firms experimenting on human cloning.  Congressman Pitts and his colleagues wrote to Commerce Secretary Donald Evans complaining that a $1.89 million federal grant was awarded in October to Advanced Cell Technology of Massachusetts.  Advanced Cell Technology announced over Thanksgiving Weekend that it had successfully cloned a human being.  The Members said it was wrong for the government to fund research “the President calls ‘morally wrong’ and the House has already voted to ban.’

The Members wrote, “First, ACT has made it clear that its ultimate objective is to continue to perfect its human cloning technology.  All other activities in which it engaged are done in service to that larger goal.  Thus, any federal funding for ACT is in essence a statement of support for its organization as a whole, and could be construed as at least preliminary support for its efforts in the area of human cloning.  

“Second, as most funds are fungible, giving ACT federal funding for research with reprogramming adult human cells allows ACT to make more funds available for its research with human cloning.  It releases at least $1.8 million that ACT could have spent on reprogramming technology and allows ACT to use these funds toward cloning technology instead.

“As Members of the House of Representatives, we respectfully request that you provide a copy and further explanation of the human subjects review conducted by ATP Human and Animal Subjects Advisor and the Office of NIST Counsel regarding the legality of ACT’s receipt of federal grant money and a copy of the cooperative agreement between ACT and ATP prohibiting the use of any ATP funds for human embryo cloning and the use of cloned human embryos in ACT’s ATP-funded project.  We would also like to know whether or not there was a ‘maintenance of effort requirement’ when the federal government issued the grant to ACT, or is ACT now permitted to supplant what would have been its own funds with this new federal grant money, freeing up money for ACT’s human cloning experimentation.”

