CONGRESSMAN JOE PITTS

Post-Abortion Depression Research and Care Act (H.R. 2805)

Women have a right to know the long-term effects of abortion on their mental and emotional well-being.
Summary

This bill provides $15 million to the National Institutes of Health to research the emotional impact of abortion on women.  This bill also creates a $1.5 million grant program to fund the development of treatment programs for women who suffer from post-abortion depression.

Why is research and treatment on post-abortion depression necessary?

Each year, 1.18 million women have abortions. Yet no long-term study has ever been done in order to assess the emotional impact of abortion on women.

There is strong anecdotal evidence that women who have abortions may experience feelings of loss, guilt and depression in connection with their abortion.

Highlighting the reality of post-abortion depression gives pro-life advocates a chance to demonstrate the work of pregnancy centers, which are often the only places where post-abortive women can go for help and support.  

If the government does not focus on this issue, we will be left to rely on organizations like the Alan Guttmacher Institute (the research arm of Planned Parenthood) to supply data concerning post-abortion response.  Given the disparity in the financial resources of the pro-choice and pro-life movements, reliance on privately funded post-abortion research will often exclude pro-life organizations from the debate.

How does the program work?

The Secretary of Health and Human Services will direct The National Institutes of Health to expand and intensify research and related activities on post-abortion depression.

Prerequisite -The research assumes that post-abortion depression exists and can be treated.

The Secretary of Health and Human Services will establish a grant program. 
Prerequisite- Grantee organizations must be non-profit organizations that had experience providing treatment to post-abortive women before the enactment of this legislation.  The use of the grant money must be restricted to the diagnosis and treatment of post-abortion depression, and cannot be unnecessarily diverted toward organizational costs.

Distribution of funds - The Department of Health and Human Services will distribute the grant money.

For more information, please contact Cindy Diggs at (202) 225-2411.

