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What the Dollars to the Classroom Act Does -- The Dollars to the Classroom Act (“Dollars”) is a bill that directs federal elementary and secondary education funding for 31 programs directly to public school classrooms of this country, requiring that 95 percent of these funds be used for anything to improve classroom learning.  The Dollars to the Classroom Act, H.R. 3248 in the 105th Congress, passed the House of Representatives in the fall of 1998, 212-198.  H.R. 1494 in the 106th Congress had 146 cosponsors.

Why Dollars is Necessary -- There needs to be a shift in how federal education dollars are delivered to our nation’s schools, so that states and local educators receive more funding options.  Right now, too much is siphoned off or delivered with strings attached. Rather than empowering bureaucrats and tying teachers’ hands with heavily regulated and tightly restricted grant programs, the act will allow educators greater flexibility to receive money for any of the authorized uses of 31 existing programs and to use it for such initiatives as school safety, school technology, teacher improvement, and public school reform.

Benefits of More Dollars to the Classrooms -- 

· Sends an additional $450 to every classroom in America -- $10,000 per public school

· More public school teachers can be hired for a better teacher-student ratio

· Technology improvements such as access to the Internet can be made

· Improved education for disadvantaged students could be offered

· There will be increased parental involvement in their children’s education

· Classroom supplies like state-of-the-art microscopes and updated books can be purchased

How Dollars Works -- The bill consolidates 31 federal education programs, totaling $2.87 billion (fiscal year 1999 funding) and sends the money in a single, flexible block grant to the states.  Requiring 95 percent of all federal dollars to be spent on children in the classroom will send an estimated nearly $870 million new dollars to public school classrooms.  The bill allows districts to receive consolidated funds, with the option of continuing the activities and services they carried out under the previous programs. 
Who Supports Dollars -- Local Educators and Superintendents, Education and the Workforce Committee Chairman Bill Goodling, Speaker Dennis Hastert, Majority Leader Dick Armey, Majority Whip Tom DeLay, Education Leaders Council, Association of American School Teachers, Citizens Against Government Waste, U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Republican Jewish Coalition, Christian Coalition, Family Research Council, Concerned Women for America, Eagle Forum, Focus on the Family, the Religious Freedom Coalition, National Center for Home Education.

