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PENCE URGES SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL'S WAR ON TERRORISM

WASHINGTON, April 9, 2002 - Congressman Mike Pence today on the House Floor called on the Bush Administration to support Israel's war on terrorism.

"I rise today with a heavy heart, for, like millions of Americans, I pray for the peace of Jerusalem almost every day," said Pence.

"Of course we all know that after 18 months of suicide bombings and relentless terrorist attacks, Israel has begun to defend itself. Israel has been rolling armaments and military personnel into the West Bank, and not without results. Israeli troops have uncovered 15 explosive labs, arrested 600 fugitives from crimes, and there have been no suicide bombings since the incursion.

"Nevertheless, the President of the United States yesterday encouraged Israel to 'withdraw from the West Bank without delay.'

"I rise today on behalf of thousands of believing Christians, Jews and even many Moslems across Indiana who pray for the peace of Jerusalem, and who say, 'Let us stand with Israel without delay.'

"Let the word go forth from this chamber to this Administration and to the world that the citizens of this country and the overwhelming majority of this Congress say, 'America stands with Israel,'" said Pence.

