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   April 10, 2002

PENCE JOINS LAWSUIT AGAINST 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM LAW

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Congressman Mike Pence today joined Senator Mitch McConnell, Congressman Bob Barr, and various other groups in bringing suit against the Federal Election Commission (FEC) and the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).  Pence and his co-plaintiffs in the lawsuit allege that the FEC and FCC, in enforcing the Shays-Meehan Campaign Finance Law will unconstitutionally limit the free speech rights of Americans.

“I am honored to add my name to the list of those plaintiffs bringing suit against this campaign finance law today,” said Pence.  “I opposed this legislation on the Floor of the House and I will oppose it in court principally because of the oath of office that I took a little over a year ago. That oath of office charged me with supporting and defending the Constitution of the United States of America.  James Madison, the father of the Constitution, penned these very simple words: ‘Congress shall make no law abridging the freedom of speech.’

“The Supreme Court has ruled that First Amendment activity applies no less to independent expression by individuals or political committees than it does to political parties.  This campaign finance bill is unconstitutional because it severely limits and in some cases bars individuals and organizations from exercising their First Amendment rights.  

“The Senators and Congressmen joining me in bringing suit today, are here for no less important a cause than to uphold their oaths of office.  And the organizations represented here are here because they believe it is important to protect the constitutional rights of all Americans.  

“I am confident that this case will be decided in favor of free speech and that it will become one of the landmark decisions of the United States Supreme Court,” said Pence.

