Let’s Not Amend the First Amendment

May 2, 2001
Members, Delegates, and the Resident Commissioner

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Colleague,

The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution states that, “Congress shall make no law…abridging the freedom of speech.”  It does not say “no law abridging the freedom of speech unless it’s close to an election,” or “unless the speech attacks a congressman,” or “unless required to be reported in advance to the federal government.”

If the McCain-Feingold campaign reform legislation becomes law, it will essentially amend the First Amendment to restrict political speech in unprecedented and grossly unacceptable ways.

For example, if McCain-Feingold becomes law, individual American citizens would be prohibited in the weeks leading up to an election from:

· Engaging in any form of public communication that even mentions a known candidate without reporting it to the federal government 

· Running their own ads in major newspapers conveying views on a candidate without the federal government first seeing it

· Consulting a candidate before running an ad promoting him or her if the ad costs $2001 or more 

· Communicating with a Member of Congress on issues and informing the membership of their citizens groups regarding the Member’s positions without the threat of debilitating Federal Election Commission investigations and financial penalties  

Let’s leave the First Amendment the way it is.  Oppose McCain-Feingold and anything like it.

Sincerely,







Mike Pence







Member of Congress


