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PENCE HERALDS FIRST PROSECUTION USING TRUTH IN DOMAIN NAMES LAW HE AUTHORED

Washington, D.C.- Congressman Mike Pence heralded the announcement today by the U.S. Attorney’s office that John Zuccarini was arrested and charged with his alleged creation of misleading domain names on the Internet to deceive minors into logging onto pornographic Web sites.  This is the first prosecution using the “Truth in Domain Names Act”  that Pence authored and President Bush signed into law this spring.

“I want to commend James Comey, the U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York for his hard work in tracking down this cyberscammer and bringing him to justice,” said Pence.  “Through his efforts, the Internet will be safer for all of our children.”

According to the U.S. Attorney’s office, in the alleged complaint, Zuccarini used various Internet registries to register domain names which consist of misspellings of popular legitimate domain names.  For example, Zuccarini registered the Internet domain name “www.dinseyland.com, <http://www.dinseyland.com,>” a misspelling of “www.disneyland.com. <http://www.disneyland.com.>” 

The one-count Complaint alleges that Zuccarini engaged in the practice of registering at least 3,000 misleading domain names.  The activity allegedly brought Zuccarni as much as $1 million a year.
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