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PENCE, HEADS OF STATE, LEAD PANEL AT BERLIN CONFERENCE ON GLOBAL TERRORISM

BERLIN - At a conference today on global terrorism, Congressman Mike Pence led a panel with His Royal Highness Prince Hassan of Jordan and Nobel Laureate David Trimble of Northern Ireland.  In his remarks entitled “A View from Capitol Hill,” Pence laid out the current state of opinion in Congress on the American response to the attacks of September 11.

“More than anything else, the Congress is unified in its belief that we must destroy this terrorist cartel by whatever means necessary,” Pence said. “We must also carry out an intense investigation of allegations that these attacks were state-sponsored.  If these allegations are true, then the U.S. and its coalition partners must do everything in their power to ensure that regimes that sponsor terrorism do not long survive.”

His Majesty Prince Hassan affirmed Pence’s statement and urged the U.S. and her allies to carefully guard their relationships with regional partners.  Hassan asked America to treat the great majority of the Moslem community, which has condemned this attack, with respect.

Nobel Laureate David Trimble also encouraged the assembled elected officials to remember that principles should come first.  He urged coalition leaders to severely punish the perpetrators of the September 11 attacks as a deterrent to any future terrorist acts. 

Other leaders attending the conference include: Benjamin Netanyahu, former Prime Minister of Israel; Jeane Kirkpatrick, former U.S. Permanent Ambassador to the United Nations; Richard Perle, former Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Policy; General William Odom, former director of the U.S. National Security Agency; General Larry Welch, Director of the National Missile Defense Independent Review Team; Bruce Jackson, Vice President of Lockheed Martin; Bob Kagan of the Washington Post; and Fred Kempe of the Wall Street Journal.
