July 25, 2001

One of America’s Greatest Military Heroes

Dear Colleague:


Recently, my colleagues and I introduced legislation to authorize President Bush to promote posthumously the late Admiral Raymond Ames Spruance to the grade of Fleet Admiral of the United States Navy.  I write today to ask that you join me in supporting this effort to give a fifth star to the leader of the US Navy’s victory at the Battle of Midway – the turning point of the war in the Pacific.


This act, to give Raymond Spruance his fifth star, will correct a significant historical oversight.  Though nominated for this promotion by President Franklin Roosevelt, a paperwork error at the pentagon inadvertently saw him instead promoted only to his existing rank. Our effort will place this “quiet warrior” on equal footing with the Navy’s other 5-star World War II era admirals and the Army’s five 5-star generals.  It is important to note, that Admiral Spruance never campaigned for a fifth star, however it is doubtful that any other American in uniform contributed more to our World War II triumph.  Admiral Spruance is a hero for all time and is worthy of this tribute.


Almost sixty years have passed since Admiral Spruance led the task force that won the Battle of Midway and later crafted and carried out the strategies that would bring victories in the Gilberts, the Marshals and the Marianas Islands.  In 1945, he commanded the Fifth Fleet in amphibious assaults on Iwo Jima and finally Okinawa.


No one lived the values of service, sacrifice and courage more fully or nobly and with less thought of personal praise or fame than Raymond Spruance.  I believe it is only fitting that we take this step and place Fleet Admiral Spruance in the company of the other legends of World War II.


If you would like to become a co-sponsor of this effort or if you would like additional information about one of our nation’s greatest naval heroes, please do not hesitate to contact me or have your staff contact my Legislative Director Patrick Wilson at 225-3021.

Sincerely,





Mike Pence






Member of Congress






Second District of Indiana
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