July 7, 2005

527 Fairness Act:  More Freedom, Not More Regulation
Dear Colleague,

Many people have been making unfair and untrue claims about the campaign finance reform legislation I’ve sponsored with my friend, Rep. Al Wynn of Maryland.  For example, some have asserted that Pence-Wynn “is a vote against every campaign reform effort since Watergate.”  A few truths about provisions in our legislation are worth emphasizing:

· Excluding Internet communications—such as blogs—from federal regulation as “public communications” would not harm the current campaign system.

· Allowing citizens groups to engage in issue advocacy before an election without creating a PAC would not harm the current campaign system.

· Preventing 527s from accepting contributions from foreign nationals would not harm the current campaign system.

· Requiring 527s to disclose their receipts and expenditures to the FEC would not harm the current campaign system.

· Allowing political parties to decide how much they want to spend on their own candidates would not harm the current campaign system.

· Indexing PAC limits for inflation (the way Shays-Meehan indexed individual contribution limits) would not harm the current campaign system.

· Allowing federal officeholders to endorse state and local candidates without a litany of burdensome regulation would not harm the current campaign system.

· Keeping the $2,100-per-election limit on individual contributions to federal candidates would not harm the current campaign system.

· Retaining the $26,700-per-year limit on individual contributions to national party committees would not harm the current campaign system.

· Maintaining the ban on soft money to the national parties would not harm the current campaign system.

In short, Pence-Wynn answers the inequities of the “Summer of 527s” with the only antidote a free people should ever administer:  more freedom, not more regulation.  For more information, please contact Paul Teller (paul.teller@mail.house.gov) with the Republican Study Committee or Ryan Fisher (ryan.fisher@mail.house.gov) with the office of Rep. Pence.







Sincerely,







Mike Pence







Member of Congress

