May 11, 2004

A Fence at the UN?…Okay.  A Fence in Israel?…

Support H.Con.Res. 371


Dear Colleague:


As you probably know, the United Nations General Assembly recently requested an advisory opinion from the International Court of Justice on the legal consequences of Israel’s security fence.  However, demonstrating an unconscionable double standard, the United Nations is set to begin construction of its own security fence to bolster safety and security at its New York Headquarters, as the article below reports.

Fortunately, you can take a stand against this hypocrisy by cosponsoring H.Con.Res. 371.  I introduced this resolution with Rep. Shelley Berkley to condemn the United Nations General Assembly for requesting an advisory opinion on the legality of Israel’s security fence.

Please contact Ryan Fisher of my staff at ryan.fisher@mail.house.gov to join 155 cosponsors of H.Con.Res. 371.  Thank you for your kind consideration of this matter.








Sincerely,

















Mike Pence








Member of Congress
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UN to upgrade security at New York Headquarters 
6 May 2004 – The United Nations is set to begin a slate of projects - including the construction a new perimeter fence - to bolster safety and security measures at its New York Headquarters.

The fence that currently runs along First Avenue will be replaced and new gates installed, and the lighting and surveillance systems along the perimeter will be enhanced to deter unauthorized entry, according to UN spokesman Fred Eckhard.

The perimeter fence currently present at First Avenue was not part of the initial design for UN Headquarters, Mr. Eckhard noted. It was added later, in consultation with New York City's Parks Department, to be compatible with the fences that encircle other city parks.

The new fence was designed by the Parks Department, and personally approved by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, he added.

Trailers will be moved onto the complex's North Lawn tomorrow as a staging area for the security and construction work to be performed in the coming months.
