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PENCE CONDEMNS STATEMENT BY IRANIAN PRESIDENT

Washington, D.C.--Congressman Mike Pence gave the following speech on the House floor today condemning Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad`s threats against Israel:

“I am deeply humbled to rise during the chairman’s time and prior to the ranking member’s time. 

“Thank you for the courtesy, Mr. Lantos, in recognizing a markup schedule on the Hill.  I am deeply humbled to stand between (Rep.) Tom Lantos and (Rep.) Henry Hyde, who are the two leading voices for human rights, and for the relationship between the people of the United States and the people of Israel. 

“I rise in support of House Resolution 523, that recognizes an extraordinary, and as Chairman Hyde just said, ‘a shocking and venomous moment’ in the world debate. 

“On October 26, 2005, President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, declared that ‘Israel must be wiped off the map.’ He described Israel as, ‘a disgraceful blot on the face of the Islamic world,’ and such rhetoric, is as this resolution states, ‘outrageous and despicable.’ 

“It is in my judgment, in the heart of the American people, to rise in this Congress, in these extraordinary times, and speak this truth to that power. That is, that the people of the United States cherish the dream that became the reality of Israel in 1948. 

“We categorically condemn rhetoric of this nature. 

“This resolution calls bravely on the United Nations Security Council and all civilized nations to condemn and reject these statements. 

“Let the world know the American people pray for the peace of Jerusalem and for all the people of all the faiths in Jerusalem; we long for justice in the region. 

“Only if the world will come together and condemn this venomous and despicable and shocking statement by the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, will that peace and justice be achieved.”
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