July 7, 2003

Dear Colleague:

The people of Israel have experienced terrorism throughout their nation’s history. Hardly a family has been untouched by acts of violence and cruelty that destroy freedom by making fear and uncertainty a part of daily life.  While the Israeli government has remained committed to the 1993 Oslo Peace Accords, the Palestinian Authority has refused to negotiate in good faith. It continues to harbor terrorists, supporting and encouraging those who strike at both Israelis and Americans. 

The United States has worked hard to achieve lasting peace in the region. President Bush, in his “Roadmap to Peace,” set realistic goals that promote responsibility and cooperation.  But all our efforts will be ineffective unless we hold the Palestinians directly accountable for the financial assistance it receives from the United States.

Aid to the Palestinians should be based on a demonstrated willingness to support U.S. ideals and aspirations for the region, not doled out indiscriminately to those who use it against our nation and its allies and who teach their citizens to hate America.  Rather than paying out appropriated assistance in one lump sum, the Foreign Ops Appropriations bill should break the total into equal payments to be allotted at three-month intervals.

No more than 25 percent of appropriated funds would be available to the Palestinians during each financial quarter. That means the United States would retain authority to withhold those funds should the State Department determine that the Palestinians have participated in or supported acts of international terrorism during the previous three months.  Such a common-sense approach to accountability would provide a powerful incentive for the Palestinians to behave in a manner consistent with efforts to discourage violence.  It also would enable the United States to put the hard-earned dollars of American taxpayers to work for peace in a more responsible manner.  

I strongly urge you to join me in signing the letter on the back encouraging Chairman Kolbe of the Foreign Ops Appropriations Subcommittee to include such language in the FY04 Foreign Ops Appropriations bill.  If you have any questions or would like to sign the letter, please contact Malisah Johnson in my office at 5-6611 by close of business Thursday, July 10.

Sincerely,

C.L. “Butch” Otter

Member of Congress

July, 2003

The Honorable Jim Kolbe

Chairman, Subcommittee on Foreign Operations

House Appropriations Committee

H150, Capitol

Washington, DC  20515

Dear Chairman Kolbe:

Terrorism became a reality for Americans only recently.  For the people of Israel, terrorist acts have long been a fact of life.  The governments of Israeli Prime Minister Sharon and former Prime Minister Barak have been committed to the Oslo Peace Accords. However, the Palestinian Authority has harbored terrorists while refusing to negotiate in good faith.  Palestinian nationalists, encouraged and aided by the Palestinian Authority, continue intensifying their campaign of violence.  Yet every year the United States spends millions of dollars supporting people, like the Palestinians, whose behavior is at odds with the policies of the United States and its allies.

Efforts to achieve lasting peace in the region will be ineffective unless we hold the Palestinians accountable for aid received from the United States.  Foreign aid is not a donation but consideration in a contract.   The Palestinians are in breach of that contract by promoting and enabling acts of violence.  The United States must stop giving handouts to governments and authorities that demonstrate an unwillingness to support our nation’s goals and ideals, instead teaching their children to hate Americans.

I urge you to include in the FY04 Foreign Ops Appropriations Bill language providing for the enforcement of our expectations for the Palestinians.  A limit of 25 percent per quarter should be imposed on the rate at which funds appropriated to the Palestinians may be obligated and expended during the fiscal year.  Should the Secretary of State determine that the Palestinians have supported acts of international terrorism during the prior three-month period, they will receive none of the funds appropriated for that quarter.  I have enclosed draft language from Legislative Council for your consideration.  Such a provision would preserve our capacity to require accountability from the Palestinians while discouraging them from a path of spiraling violence.  

Economic and military assistance must be contingent on responsibility and fulfillment of obligation.  The United States should be able to see the fruits of its assistance and retain the option of withholding money from nations that refuse to live up to our expectations.  Only by enabling the United States to enforce such agreements can we reasonably expect lasting peace.  Including language in the FY04 Foreign Ops Appropriations Bill that holds the Palestinians accountable would be a bold step in the right direction.

Sincerely,

