
WHEN THE FEC KNOCKS ON THE DOORS OF YOUR STATE AND LOCAL  ELECTED OFFICIALS, HOW WILL YOU EXPLAIN YOUR VOTE ON CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM?

July 6, 2001

Dear Colleague:

Former House Speaker Tip O’Neill is probably rolling over in his grave.  The man who said that “all politics is local,” is about to see that truism dumped on its head.  Under the guise of “campaign finance reform,” the McCain-Feingold and Shays-Meehan (M-F/S-M) bills are going to create a new paradigm:  All politics are federal. 

For example, in a post “reform” world ala M-F/S-M, a candidate for state or local office could not run any ad, publish anything, or make any expenditure that mentions or depicts a federal candidate (including endorsements of local candidates by federal candidates), even if the local candidate pays for it out of his or her own campaign funds.

Furthermore, state and local parties could only contribute federal hard (i.e. strictly limited) dollars to state or local candidates if any of the funds would be used by the state or local candidates for “federal election activities” (such as phone banks soliciting party support and absentee ballot programs).
In the M-F/S-M legislation all traditional grassroots party activities are defined as “federal election activities” (and are thus subject to federal regulation) even if no federal candidate is mentioned or included.  If no federal candidate is referenced, a state or local party could use funds raised in accordance with state campaign finance laws only if the party has received no more than $10,000 from any “person” for such activities and the expenditures are “allocated” under new federal regulations.

If a federal candidate is referenced in state or local party activity considered “federal election activity” (such as get-out-the-vote drives and voter-card drops), McCain-Feingold would require that such activity be paid for entirely by federal hard dollars AND reported to the Federal Election Commission.  Contributions to state or local political parties would then also be subject to the aggregate annual federal contribution limits.

McCain-Feingold would also prohibit Members of Congress, federal candidates, and their “agents” and “entities” from raising or transferring funds to state or local parties for non-federal election activity, unless the funds are hard dollars subject to the limits and prohibitions of federal law.  (The only exception is that federal candidates can make appearances at state party events, including fundraising events.)

Unfortunately, the list of McCain-Feingold intrusions into the activities of state and local parties goes on.  Don’t let the “reformers” tell you that their bill affects only federal campaign activity because that claim is simply not true.

Oppose McCain-Feingold, Shays-Meehan, and any other attempts to federalize local politics.

Sincerely,

C. L. "Butch" Otter

Member of Congress

