Otter Bill on Policy for Guides

on Federal Lands

 H.R._____/ S. _____

The Craig/Hansen/Otter Outfitter Policy Act of 2001


--Authorizes a fair and certain permitting process for outfitters and guides to conduct commercial activities on U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management lands.


--Ensures public access to high quality outfitter and guide services on federal public lands.

Background.
Increasing interest in diverse recreational activities such as hunting, fishing, hiking, photography tours over the years has resulted in a growing need for the outfitters and guides industry.  Visitors to remote and challenging back country areas of our national forests, public lands, wildlife refuges, and national parks often find that they lack the skills, equipment, and experience to visit and enjoy the rugged areas found on federal public lands.  As a result, professional outfitters and guides are a necessary service for those who wish to travel into these areas, not only for safety and comfort reasons, but also to allow increased access for those who explore new portions of the public lands each year.

For years, hundreds of  outfitter and guide businesses have contributed significantly to tourism and economic activity to rural communities.  In Idaho, for example, outfitting and guide activities yield an estimated $100 million per year--including economic benefits to local businesses, motels, restaurants, retail stores, and charter air and bus companies.

Why Legislation is Needed.
To date, Congress has not provided any guidance on outfitters and guides polices, and as a result, the federal land management agencies have developed inconsistent and unfair permitting processes for those who seek to operate, transfer, or acquire outfitter and guide businesses to provide such services on federal lands.  H.R. ___/S.____ will allow outfitter and guide businesses to continue providing quality services to citizens who wish to visit public lands, and ensure certainty and fair outfitter and guide  permitting policies.  

