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Neugebauer Introduces Bill to End Taxpayer Funding

of Partisan Campaigns

Measure Could Save $550 Million Over 10 Years

 

   Washington, DC-Congressman Randy Neugebauer introduced legislation Thursday that would end the practice of using taxpayer dollars to fund presidential campaigns and political party nominating conventions.

 

   "It is imperative that Congress tighten its belt and start making the tough choices in order to decrease the national debt," Neugebauer said.  "By eliminating the unnecessary taxpayer financing of political campaigns, we can take an important step toward reaching that goal."

 

   Neugebauer's legislation, entitled "The Taxpayer Campaign Fund Elimination Act," would eliminate federal funding for the Presidential Election Campaign Fund (PECF).  This reform could lead to a savings of as much a $550 million over the next 10 years.  

 

   Not only is the PECF costly, but it is also unnecessary.  During the 2004 presidential campaign, both major party candidates chose not to tap into the PECF.  As a result, millions of taxpayer dollars that could go toward paying down the debt or helping hurricane recovery efforts sit unused in an account.

 

   The PECF first started receiving taxpayer dollars in 1972.  Since then, taxpayers have been asked on their tax returns to contribute to this fund.  If they check "yes," three of their tax dollars are placed in the PECF.  Every four years, the federal government hands over a check to major presidential candidates and national party committees for use in the presidential elections.  The national committees can use money from this fund to pay for their nominating conventions.  

 

   "We can either spend taxpayer dollars on partisan campaigns while putting the country further into debt, or we can help hurricane victims get back on their feet while not adding to future debt," Neugebauer said.  "I think it is an easy call which is the better route to take."

 

   Should Neugebauer's legislation be passed by the current Congress and signed into law, it would go into effect for tax returns filed in 2007.
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