June 7, 2002

The Honorable John Rowland

Republican Governor’s Association

310 First Street, S.E.

Washington, D.C.  20003

Dear Governor Rowland: 


Recently a constituent of mine, David Davis, brought to my attention a serious concern regarding a psychological technique known as rebirthing.  This practice is becoming more prevalent throughout the country and has many harmful side effects on its patients who are between preschool age and adolescence.  I want to make you and your members aware of this technique since several states are beginning to recognize its harmful effects and are outlawing the practice.


Rebirthing is the most violent of three forms of “Attachment Therapy,” all used to forge new bonds between adoptive parents and their adopted children.  The children are wrapped tightly in blankets, covered with pillows, and held by several adults who push on the pillows in imitation of uterine contractions.  The children are then made to escape and be “reborn” to the new parents. Whether aware or not, many states indirectly support and fund this practice, which can lead to abusive treatment and potentially to death.  


Mr. David Davis, my constituent, is the grandfather of Candace Newmaker, a ten-year old girl killed during a rebirthing routine in 2000.  Her killers were tried and found guilty in her death, but Mr. Davis wants to prevent this from happening to another family.  He would like to see state legislation passed to outlaw this rebirthing technique and regulate other forms of “Attachment Therapy.”  It is my understanding there is legislation pending which would outlaw this treatment in North Carolina, and similar legislation has already passed in Colorado.  


Please look into this serious issue that is threatening the safety of many children throughout America.  More than four children have already died because of such practices.  No accredited university teaches this technique as proper treatment, and no code of ethics exists to hold the men and women using this treatment accountable to the medical community.  This is “voodoo” science at its worst and children should not suffer and die in this way.


Thank you in advance for your commitment to the well-being and health of our nation’s children.  Although I realize it is impossible to police all medical practices in our country, this rebirthing treatment represents a dangerous mentality and practice, and I believe that state governments can be essential in stopping this from happening to another family.  


Please contact my Legislative Director, Jayda Justus, at (202) 225-1976 if you have any questions.






     
Sincerely,






     
Sue Myrick







Member of Congress
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