May 1, 2003

Dear colleague,

On March 27th I introduced the Parental Notification and Intervention Act [H.R. 1489].  I am writing to ask your support and particularly your co-sponsorship of this important pro-life legislation.

Seventy-eight percent of Americans favor laws requiring parental involvement and many states have enacted such legislation. 

Unfortunately, without a federal law, even in states with parental notification, parents are left completely in the dark when a child abuser or offender evades the law by simply taking the young girl to another state without such safeguards.

As you know, many state laws are rendered ineffective by judges who exploit a loophole by granting judicial bypass to minors so routinely that the law is rarely actually enforced. 

I hope you agree with me that parents should be notified at least 96 hours in advance of any abortion to be performed on a minor.  In addition, I hope you agree that parents should have the legal grounds to stop an abortion from being performed on their young daughter.

The Parental Notification and Intervention Act states that no physician may perform an abortion on a minor or incompetent unless that physician has given four days notice to both parents or the legal guardian of the minor or incompetent.

Furthermore, at any time either parent or guardian may object and stop the abortion.

Many existing bills give pro-abortion judges huge freedom in granting judicial bypass.  But the Parental Notification and Intervention Act requires that at judge receive clear and convincing evidence of danger of physical abuse from a minor’s parents if they are notified, before judicial bypass can be granted.

Currently, the only people that the minor is required to consult are the same abortion providers who have a financial stake in convincing her to abort.

The requirement of four days advance notice would give the minor time to reflect on the horrific consequences of her decision and seek counsel – apart from the pressure of an anxious boyfriend or perhaps even a child abuser seeking to hide his crime.

This legislation would not only save the lives of many unborn children, it would also protect pregnant minors from a lifetime of guilt for having aborted her child.

I hope I can count on your support in ensuring that parents are involved in the most crucial decision of their child – and grandchild’s life. 

Sincerely,

/s/

Marilyn Musgrave

Member of Congress

