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Tax and Spend - Dems Try It Again

Congressman Gary Miller Denounces Senate Democrats' Plan to Increase Taxes
Diamond Bar, CA - Today, Congressman Gary Miller (R-CA) denounced the U.S. Senate Democrats' plan to increase taxes.

"The ink has barely dried on the new tax relief bill we passed last week, and Democrats in the Senate are already complaining that they won't have enough money to spend," said Congressman Gary Miller, "this is absolutely ridiculous."

In a May 28, Washington Post story Democratic Whip Senator Harry Reid (D-NV) suggested that Members of Congress "are going to have to come up with some new revenue sources..."  

"This is nothing but an attempt to return us to the budgets of the 1980's - in the red and borrowing from the Social Security trust fund," stated an outraged Miller.

Last Sunday, on "Meet the Press" the new Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle (D-SD) expressed his concerns regarding the budget.  H.Con.Res. 83, the "Fiscal Year 2001 Budget Resolution Conference Report," which passed the House on May 9, allows discretionary spending to increase by 4%.  This increase is above the rate of inflation.

"Over the past eight years, income tax collections have grown an average of 9.1% a year.  I don't know anyone who has gotten a 9% raise every year for the past eight years.  And yet, some people are saying the federal government doesn't have enough money," continued Miller.

According to the Office of Management and Budget and the Congressional Budget Office, once the federal government began experiencing a budget surplus, discretionary spending rose from 2% a year, during deficit years, to 6% a year.  Over the next ten years, the budget surplus is estimated to be $5.6 trillion.

"Too many families are paying over a third of their income to fund the federal government's spending sprees.  The only way to stop this from happening is to let individuals keep more of their money as they earn it.  It's time for Congress to practice some fiscal discipline, and I hope the Senate is at least willing to try before they start looking for new sources of revenue to tax, " concluded Congressman Miller.
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