September XX, 2001
PROTECT VETERANS

WITH SCHIZOPHRENIA
Dear Colleague:

Nearly 200,000 severely mentally ill veterans need your help!  

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is in the process of implementing a restrictive drug treatment formulary that would require veterans to “fail” on certain medications—the so-called “Fail First” policy—before having access to other, newer anti-psychotic medications that are potentially more effective.   

The VA is implementing this treatment guideline as a cost-cutting measure under the pretense that all anti-psychotic medications are the same.  However, the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) is currently conducting a $40 million nationwide federal study to determine the appropriate use, as well as the safety and efficacy, of newer anti-psychotic medicines for patients with schizophrenia.  By working to implement the “fail first” policy, the VA is preempting the results of the NIMH study and potentially jeopardizing the health of mentally ill veterans.

Over 40 of our colleagues (including the chairmen of both the House and Senate Veterans Affairs Committees) have written letters to VA Secretary Anthony Principi expressing concern regarding implementation of the treatment directive.  In reaction, the House VA/HUD Appropriations Subcommittee added language to the report on the FY 2002 Appropriations Bill to prohibit the VA from implementing the policy before the NIMH study results are released.  We need your help to ensure this language remains in the final Conference Report. 

Help protect our nation’s veterans and join us in signing a “Dear Conferee” letter.  Please contact Ryan Rogers in Congressman Gary Miller’s office at 5-3201 if you have questions or would like to sign the conferee letter. 

Sincerely,

GARY G. MILLER



ELLEN O. TAUSCHER




Member of Congress



Member of Congress

