Want to Clean Up Brownfields?

Want to Create Jobs?

Want to Do Both?

Dear Colleague,


I have introduced H.R. 2941, the “Brownfields Redevelopment Enhancement Act of 2001" to help communities clean up Brownfields.


The Environmental Protection Agency defines “Brownfields” as abandoned, idled, or under-used industrial and commercial facilities where expansion or redevelopment is complicated by real or perceived environmental contamination.  It is estimated that returning the nation’s Brownfields sites to productive economic development could generate more than 550,000 additional jobs and up to $2,400,000,000 in new tax revenues for cities and towns.


Although the Housing and Urban Development’s Section 108 loan program encourages site clean-up, cities are required to pledge their community development block grant (CDBG) funds as partial collateral for the loan guarantee.  Few small cities can afford to tie up their CDBG funds this way.  Moreover, under current law, the Section 108 loan program is tied to the Brownfield Economic Development Initiative (BEDI) grant program.  As a result, if cities cannot obtain the loan, they can’t obtain the grant!

H.R. 2941 provides cities with more options by de-linking the BEDI grant program from the Section 108 loan guarantee program.  Additionally, this bill creates a common loan pool pilot program.


On March 14th, the Housing and Community Opportunity Subcommittee passed H.R. 2941 unanimously.  Please help me empower our local communities to clean-up their Brownfields sites.  If you would like more information or wish to become a cosponsor, please contact me or have your staff contact  Deandra Brooks at x53201 or 









Sincerely,









GARY G. MILLER









Member of Congress
