December 11, 2001

VOTE "NO" ON H.R. 2869, "THE SMALL BUSINESS LIABILITY RELIEF AND BROWNFIELDS REVITALIZATION ACT "
Dear Republican Colleague;


An amended version of H.R. 2869, the "Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act," could be considered as early as this week on the House Suspension Calendar.  This amended version of the bill would include a provision to codify Davis-Bacon prevailing wages requirements related to Brownfields projects.


Applying Davis-Bacon requirements could have detrimental effects on Brownfields projects and could hamper the clean-up of blighted industrial sites in local communities in your Congressional District.  These requirements could add dramatic costs to the price of the project, therefore, deterring builders from participating in the Brownfields program.  In 1997, the State of Ohio exempted school construction from their state's prevailing wage law and on average saved 10 percent on school construction costs.  Meanwhile, in the State of West Virginia, prevailing wage requirements are estimated to have increased three county school projects by 50 percent, from $52 per square foot to almost $79 per square foot.  Instead of using the Brownfields program for its intended purpose of building new affordable housing projects, schools, and community centers in neighborhoods, Davis-Bacon supporters are more concerned about using the program to secure jobs for labor unions.


Moreover, besides the provisions in the bill relating to Davis-Bacon, H.R. 2869 fails to protect developers from liability relating to the clean-up of Brownfields sites contaminated by petroleum.  The EPA estimates there are up to 450,000 sites that can be classified as a Brownfields site.  The majority of these sites are contaminated by petroleum, yet H.R. 2869 does not offer protection to developers for such contaminants.  As a homebuilder for over 30 years, I know developers will have no incentive to participate in the Brownfields program without liability protection for the clean-up of petroleum.


I encourage you to vote AGAINST H.R. 2869 when it comes to the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives for debate.  Should you have any questions concerning H.R. 2869, please do not hesitate to contact me, or Michael Brairton on my staff, at x5-3201.








Sincerely,








GARY G. MILLER








Member of Congress
