RSC Reactions to President Bush’s State of the Union Address

January 29, 2002

Rep. John Shadegg (R-AZ), RSC Chairman:

Contact:  John Pappas  202-225-3361

“President Bush delivered a hopeful and inspiring speech to a nation captured by a unique moment in our history.  The President recognized the resolve of the American people and their incredible spirit, yet he still called us to a higher purpose.   He has a vision of civic renewal and citizenship and he recognizes and understands that freedom and liberty are the core values that make this country great.”

“The President echoed the priorities of the American people to root out global terrorism wherever it exists, ensure the security of our citizens at home, and build a robust economy that creates jobs and economic growth.”

“The American people have made it clear that they support the President’s agenda, however, the budget outlined tonight sets the marker for future partisan debate in Congress.  While it is clear the government has important priorities to fund, tax dollars should be directed toward the war effort and revitalizing our economy, not the pork barrel projects of lawmakers who wish to use this opportunity for their political advantage.  Even though the President said tonight that we would have deficits, I will continue to fight for a balanced budget this year.  And we can balance this budget.”

“Finally, I am impressed with how this Administration has handled the difficult task of keeping the nation strong in a time of crisis.  I look forward to working to continue to better America under the leadership of President Bush.”

Rep. Joe Pitts (R-PA):

Contact:  Gabe Neville  (202) 225-2411

Washington--Congressman Joe Pitts (R, PA-16) made the following comments after the President delivered his State of the Union address this evening.

“George Bush showed us again that he has earned the trust of the nation.

“We’re facing war, a recession, and the possibility of more terrorism.  The President has really shown that he has the situation under control and knows what he is doing.

“He challenged the American people to take advantage of this moment in history to do great good, not just for their own country but also for the world.

“Right now the American people care about two things: national security and the economy.  They’re putting their faith in this president to make things better.  They’re putting their faith in the right man.

“2001 was a tough year to be president.  2002 is going to be tough too.  The President can count on me and most of my colleagues to work with him to win this war and end this recession.”

Regarding the recession and the need for an economic stimulus package, Congressman Pitts said, “Senator Daschle needs to allow his colleagues to vote on the economic stimulus package.  It has the votes to become law.  Senator Daschle is just being partisan.  He won’t allow his colleagues to vote.  He needs to stop this and start putting the economic welfare of the American people first.”
John Hostettler (R-IN):

Contact:  Michael Jahr  (202) 225-4636

President Bush tonight laid out a strategy for winning the war on terrorism, protecting the homeland and revitalizing our economy.  I share the President’s goals and applaud him for making national security a top priority.

I was particularly pleased with the President’s commitment to rebuilding our armed services. September 11 served as a stark reminder that we cannot allow our enemies to perceive us as weak or unprepared. We have had tremendous success in Afghanistan, but we must not lose our resolve to protect our interests at home and abroad. A strong and modern military is the key to our long-term security.

The federal government also has a responsibility to do what it can to stimulate the economy. The most effective way to do this is to leave the money in the wallets and cash registers of the American worker and business owner. I disagree with those who believe that American taxpayers hurt the economy when they have more of their paychecks to spend, save and invest. When we cut taxes in 1997, the result was greater tax revenues, a stronger economy and an end to deficit spending. President Bush is right to call on Congress for an economic stimulus bill.

It is my hope that the Senate will act on the economic stimulus package passed by the House last year. More than 50 bills passed in the House - everything from an energy bill to a ban on human cloning - have stalled in the Senate. I encourage Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle to focus on the American people, not on political gain.

The United States is facing a unique moment in history. We can find the strength to face these challenges in the values and principles that guided earlier generations of Americans through tough times.

Rep. Pete Hoekstra (R-MI):

Contact:  Jamal Ware  (202) 225-4928

WASHINGTON - Congressman Pete Hoekstra, R-Mich., a member of the House Intelligence Subcommittee on Terrorism and Homeland Security and the Committee on Education and the Workforce, issued the following statement after President George W. Bush delivered his first State of the Union address:

“In his speech tonight, President Bush laid out very clear goals for our country to accomplish in the year ahead.  First among them is ensuring that we, as a nation, maintain our resolve to fight and win the war against terrorism.  The first battles in this war may have been fought in Afghanistan, but the war does not end there.  This war will not end until we have cut the terrorists off from their financial and support bases, and eliminated their ability to threaten our great nation and the allies who have stood with us to defend freedom.

“The President has placed a strong emphasis on increasing homeland security.  To that end, we have, and will, continue to strengthen our intelligence gathering capabilities, placing a greater emphasis on finding and assessing nontraditional threats.  We also have increased security at our airports and airlines, and will continue every effort to make travel in America the safest in the world.  

“Most importantly, the President showed that even though he is leading the world in the war against terrorism, his attention to issues here at home has not diminished.  While it is encouraging that our economy is showing signs of rebounding following the September 11 attacks, I join President Bush in calling for passage of an economic stimulus package to help speed the recovery and get American workers back on the job.  That includes both chambers of Congress passing an economic stimulus bill that encourages companies to make investments in capital goods such as furniture, automobiles and manufacturing equipment.

“Tonight, President Bush did an excellent job in laying out his goals, the same goals shared by most Americans:  winning the war on terrorism, increasing our homeland security and strengthening our economy.

“I look forward to working with President Bush over the next year in accomplishing these goals.  I especially look forward, as chair of the Subcommittee on Select Education, to working with the President to reauthorize AmeriCorps within his vision of the new USA Freedom Corps.”

Rep. Jo Ann Davis (R-VA):

Contact:  Chris Connelly  (202) 225-4261

(Washington, DC) - Congresswoman Jo Ann Davis made the following statement following President Bush’s State of the Union address:

“Our nation is in a state of great challenge, and I commend President Bush for his leadership and vision as he leads America forward and into a brighter future,” said Congresswoman Jo Ann Davis (VA-01). “Strengthening our military to defend our land as well as increasing our shipbuilding capability and working to improve our economy following the September 11th attacks are paramount to the stability of America. The President recognizes this, and made it clear tonight that national security and economic revitalization will be the path America will follow this year,” added Davis.

“It is imperative that we in Congress work with the White House to accomplish the goals set before us,” said Davis. “This also includes job creation, improved education, affordable health care - including a prescription drug plan for our seniors - and a comprehensive energy policy to help alleviate America’s dependence on foreign energy sources,” added Davis.

“I believe America’s finest days await us, and I look forward to working with the President to secure America’s future,” said Davis. “I hope that bi-partisan cooperation awaits us in Washington, as we work to better our country. This is not about politics. This is about protecting our borders. This is about creating jobs for those who need them. Simply put, this is about enhancing America’s greatness,” added Davis.
Rep. Bob Barr (R-GA):

Contact:  Brian Walsh  (202) 225-2931

WASHINGTON D.C. - U.S. Representative Bob Barr (GA-7) tonight issued the following statement regarding President’s Bush State of the Union address. 

“As we saw in the initial aftermath of September 11th, and we saw again this evening, President Bush is in every sense a true leader.  He not only has his finger on the pulse of the American people, but his eyes are focused on a vision for the future of our great nation.  

“Now more than ever, all of us must come together in a broad, bipartisan commitment to do what is right for America’s future security.  We have seen the destructive effects of choosing politics over principle; in the months since the Democrat-controlled Senate has refused to consider an economic stimulus bill, more than 900,000 Americans have lost their jobs.  From meeting America’s defense needs to securing our borders through comprehensive immigration reform, the challenges we face are too important to allow political partisanship to intercede. 

“In the months ahead, I will work with the President and my colleagues in Congress on these and other important issues, including common-sense tax relief and tax reform, HMO reform legislation, and protecting Americans’ constitutional liberties, such as the Second Amendment.  Again, significant challenges are ahead of us, but with the support of the American people and the determined leadership of President Bush, I am confident we can and will succeed.  President Bush put our nation on the right track with his speech this evening.”  

Barr, a former federal prosecutor, represents Georgia’s Seventh District.  He serves on the House Financial Services, Judiciary, and Government Reform Committees.

Rep. Ron Lewis (R-KY):

Contact:  Kathy Reding  (202) 225-3501

(Washington, D.C.)- U.S. Representative Ron Lewis had the following statement on President Bush’s State of the Union Address: 

“President Bush was right on track tonight.  Our nation and our troops have accomplished so much in this war on terrorism, and we will continue this effort until the job is finished.

At the same time, President Bush knows there are economic issues that need attention here at home.  He outlined his plans for job creation, continued assistance for the unemployed and energy security.  

I believe he brings the same focus and attention to economic issues that he has brought to the war on terrorism and increasing homeland security.  Many of us in Congress are ready to work with President Bush to deliver on this agenda.   

President Bush knows how important it is that the tax relief approved last year be made permanent in order to help taxpayers keep more of their own money.  President Bush also emphasized the need to plan for the future when it comes to Social Security, Medicare and our energy supply.  

The terrorism war and homeland protection require a federal funding commitment.  In order to meet these goals, we need a strong economy.   Fighting terrorism, protecting our nation and keeping the economy growing are issues that are tied together.  President Bush is committed an agenda that makes progress on all three of these top concerns of Kentucky and the nation.”

Rep. Lindsey Graham (R-SC):

Contact:  Kevin Bishop  (202) 225-5301

WASHINGTON  -- South Carolina Third District Rep. Lindsey Graham (R-Seneca) tonight made the following remarks:

“President Bush put forward an agenda that will give us victory over our enemies abroad and make us more secure and prosperous at home. 

“I support his commitment to winning the war on terrorism, strengthening homeland security and rebuilding the economy.  It’s important that Congress support President Bush as our nation faces one of its most serious challenges. 

“I think the vast majority of issues he discussed tonight will be very well received by people at home.  They’re comfortable with the direction he wants to take the country and his common-sense conservative agenda fits well with our state.

“President Bush is a strong leader.  We’re very fortunate to have him as Commander-in-Chief during these difficult times.  I’m confident that under his watch the country will continue to move in the right direction.”  

Rep. Melissa Hart (R-PA):

Contact:  Brendan Benner  (202) 225-2565

WASHINGTON – U.S. Rep. Melissa Hart (PA-04) issued the following statement regarding President Bush’s State of the Union address to Congress and the nation:

“The president made it abundantly clear tonight that his priority for America is security: security at home, abroad and economic security.   To achieve these goals, he is prepared to provide the necessary resources and funding to ensure our American way of life.

Creating jobs and building a strong economy takes more than rhetoric.  President Bush and Congress will meet these challenges.  It is essential that we work together as quickly as possible to get the economy moving again and ensure that western Pennsylvanians share in that growth.

I am especially pleased to see that the president has requested $190 billion to update and reform Medicare, including addressing the need for a prescription drug benefit.  The immediate infusion of $9.2 billion to state prescription programs is a great start to solving one of the most important problems that seniors in western Pennsylvania and across the nation face.   

The events of Sept. 11 changed our country and the world in many ways, and it is important that we stay focused on our mission.  The war on terrorism has just begun.  While our servicemen and women courageously and swiftly brought an end to the oppressive Taliban regime in Afghanistan, terrorism still hides in the shadows throughout the world.  

This campaign to rid the world of terrorism requires sacrifice and patience.  Americans are a resilient people and we are focused to continue carrying out this monumental task.”  

Rep. Eric Cantor (R-VA):

Contact:  Jenn Mascott  (202) 225-2815

WASHINGTON - Tonight President George W. Bush delivered his first State of the Union Address to the United States Congress and the American people.  Congressman Eric Cantor (R-Virginia) delivered the following response to his address, emphasizing the effect of the president’s proposals on the security of Virginia families.

“President Bush delivered a home run tonight.  The president is committed to winning the war against the terrorists, protecting our homeland, and revitalizing the economy to create jobs. 

“I am very pleased that Sergeant First Class Ronnie Raikes, previously from Chesterfield, Virginia, was seated next to the First Lady this evening because of Sergeant Raikes’ service in the war in Afghanistan to protect our freedoms.  Virginians have always been on the first line of defense, fighting for America’s security.

“The president reaffirmed tonight that one of his top priorities this year will be to strengthen the security of our homeland.  To strengthen safety on the local level, I formed the Congressional Safety and Security Council for Virginia’s Seventh District.  In response to the call of President George W. Bush and Homeland Security Director Tom Ridge, I am working through the council to coordinate the efforts of the private sector and local, state, and federal government officials to help increase security and readiness in the new, post-September 11th climate. 

“I look forward to working with President Bush and his administration to implement his national security, economic security, and homeland security proposals for the safety of Virginia’s families.”
Rep. Sam Johnson (R-TX):

Contact:  McCall Cameron  (202) 225-4201


Today U.S. Congressman Sam Johnson (3rd Dist.-Texas) released the following statement in response to President George W. Bush’s State of the Union speech.  

“Tonight President Bush clearly showed why he is America’s Commander in Chief and I salute him.

“He was right on target regarding national security.

“He was right on target regarding economic security.

“He was right on target regarding creating jobs.

“Dallas was one of the top-ten hardest hit cities in this recession.  That’s a top-ten list we don’t want to be on.   

“The people of North Texas want, need, and deserve economic relief, and they need it now.  

“Tonight President Bush laid out a plan to help put Dallas - and America - on the road to recovery.” 

Rep. Jim Ryun (R-KS):

Contact:  Chad Hayward  (202) 225-6601

U.S. Rep. Jim Ryun (R-KS) made the following statement today regarding President Bush’s State of the Union Address.

“All of us as Americans understand that September 11 represented more than just an attack on buildings.  We witnessed an assault on our homeland, our economy and our very way of life. 

“Thankfully, tonight’s speech demonstrates we have a president who fully understands that not only is it imperative to win the war on terror, but we must also take bold action to protect our homeland and reinvigorate our economy.  I am confident that next year at this time we will see significant results on all fronts.”

Rep. Cliff Stearns (R-FL):

Contact:  Paul Flusche  (202) 225-5744

“This nation is facing two serious challenges; we are engaged in a war on terrorism and we are in a recession.  Tonight, President Bush committed America to overcoming these challenges to win the War on Terrorism, to protect our homeland, and to revitalize the economy.  Our War on Terrorism is a stunning success, but the war is far from over.  We must continue our efforts to destroy international terrorism and to punish those states that support the agents of terror.  I also support the President’s economic agenda to create more jobs by reducing taxes on low and middle income Americans and by providing incentives for businesses to expand.  Even with these daunting tasks before the nation, the President called on us to do more on behalf of the American people.  Again, I am committed to supporting the President’s efforts to provide prescription drug coverage for America’s seniors and to make the Social Security system sound and stable for future generations.  In addition, I join him in calling for stricter standards to hold corporate America more accountable to employees and shareholders.”

Rep. Wally Herger (R-CA):

Contact:  Daniel MacLean  (202) 225-3076

(WASHINGTON, DC) – Congressman Wally Herger (CA-2) attended President Bush's State of the Union Address in the United States Capitol.  In his speech, the President reinforced his commitment to America's efforts in the war on terrorism, as well as national security and economic recovery.

"President Bush's message tonight was right on target with the core values of Northern Californians and the American people," Herger said.  "The President sounded the message loud and clear that we will push forward in our pursuit of terrorists worldwide." 

Herger continued, "On the home front, September 11 had devastating impacts on our nation's economy, already in down turn.  The President's plan to further reduce the tax burden for American families will create jobs and help put our economy on course for recovery."

The speech underlined the need to bolster our national defense, including protections from nuclear, chemical and biological attack.  Elemental to our homeland security, the President presented plans to improve intelligence gathering activities, tighten America's borders, protect our airports and dramatically increase funding to equip and train firefighters, law enforcement, and emergency medical personnel.

President Bush's economic security proposals focus on job creation through economic recovery, tax relief, expanded trade and better education.  Other important pillars of the President's domestic proposals included improved retirement savings incentives, prescription drug coverage and reducing America's dependence on foreign oil through an effective and comprehensive national energy policy.

"I proudly stand behind President Bush's goals in the war on terrorism, as well as his continuing efforts to get our economy back on track.  Tonight's speech demonstrated the President's ability to candidly say what needs to be said, when it needs to be said about American perseverance in a post September 11 world."

Rep. Mike Pence (R-IN):

Contact:  Stephen Piepgrass  (202) 225-3021

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congressman Mike Pence praised President Bush this evening for his agenda as outlined in the State of the Union address.  The President promised to provide for national security by prosecuting the war on terrorism; homeland security, by protecting America’s airports and public health; and economic security, by retaining recent tax cuts and reforming Medicare and Social Security.

“For the federal government, there can be no higher calling than providing for the common defense,” said Pence.  “Tonight, President George W. Bush continues to lead our country in answering this call. The President's leadership in the war and his vision for homeland security chart a course for a free and secure future for our citizens and the free world.

“I am particularly heartened by the President’s willingness, in the midst of war and national peril, to focus on the practical needs of working families. By calling for additional tax relief and expanded international trade, President Bush demonstrated that his passion for a strong national defense is matched by his passion for a strong American economy,” said Pence.

Rep. Pete Sessions (R-TX):

Contact:  Adrian Plesha  (202) 225-2231

“Tonight the President spoke not just like the leader he is and has become, but I feel he spoke to me as a protector of my family and children.

I was genuinely moved and impressed with his passion and dedication.  Obviously I am a strong supporter of the President, and I have strongly endorsed his agenda, but tonight I felt safe as an American because I know he is in charge and I have faith he will continue to protect and secure our nation both internationally, domestically, and economically.

Simply put, I trust President Bush not just as a Republican or a fellow conservative, but as an American.  As a husband and a father I feel reassured knowing he is in charge of securing our nation.”

Rep. Ernest Istook (R-OK):

Contact:  Micah Swafford  (202) 225-2132

Washington, DC --  “I agree with the President's three key goals--win the war, protect our homeland, and revitalize our economy.

“Ultimately, many lives may be saved because he gave a clear warning to nations that harbor and sponsor terrorism and weapons of mass destruction.  His warning was to North Korea, Iran and Iraq, telling them that they will be our next targets unless they back off.

“I know the war effort may require short-term deficit spending, but we must return to a balanced budget and maintain it in normal peaceful times.  The only way to be certain of this is to adopt the Balanced Budget Amendment to our Constitution, and it's long overdue that we pass it.

“Knowing that we still have problems in this area, I'm glad the President stressed re-enacting welfare reform and meeting two vital goals--putting people to work and reducing dependency on government.”

Rep. J.D. Hayworth (R-AZ):

Contact:  Larry VanHoose  (202) 225-2190

WASHINGTON - Congressman J. D. Hayworth issued the following statement following his attendance at a joint session of Congress to hear President George W. Bush deliver an address on the State of the Union.

“A generation of Americans faced with an historic dual challenge

- war and recession - found inspiration tonight in the President’s unvarnished, straight-forward assessment of the state of our union.  

“This speech served to rally a united nation behind the leadership and resolve of our Commander-in-Chief and behind the great goals he defined with such clarity and common sense: win the war against terrorism, build a strong homeland defense, reinvigorate our economy.”

Rep. Don Manzullo (R-IL):

Contact:  Mike Arlinsky  (202) 225-5821

(WASHINGTON) House Small Business Committee Chairman Don Manzullo (R-IL) tonight issued the following statement in response to President Bush's State of the Union address:

"We heard from a President tonight who is rightfully focused on three things: winning the war on terrorism, protecting our people at home, and putting Americans back to work. Our small employers and entrepreneurs have traditionally pulled our country out of its tough times, and I believe the President's priorities will speed up the recovery.

"After the attacks on our country, President Bush grieved with us, he comforted us and he rallied us to respond and rebuild. He has inspired incredible changes in the American people who have come together to support our nation and our freedoms. We again felt that inspiration tonight from our President. His words gave me confidence that this country will again feel prosperity very soon."

Rep. Denny Rehberg (R-MT):

Contact:  April Gentry  (202) 225-2490

WASHINGTON – U.S. Rep. Denny Rehberg (R-Mont.) praised President Bush’s State of the Union address tonight, saying: 

“Tonight, President Bush established a vision for building a more secure future for America.  He’s resolved to making sure we win the war on terrorism and to waging a war on the recession.  And what I heard him say to Congress is, ‘It’s time for the Senate, in a bipartisan fashion, to move on key pieces of legislation to get the economy going and create jobs’-- things like Trade Promotion Authority, the Farm Bill and the economic security package.  I felt he was telling Tom Daschle to quit holding legislation hostage and start debate so that America can keep moving forward.  I think the president just keeps getting better as he leads our country and I look forward to working with him on achieving the priorities he laid out tonight.”  

Rep. Adam Putnam (R-FL):

Contact:  George Rasley  (202) 226-7328

WASHINGTON – In remarks after President George W. Bush’s 2002 State of the Union message Congressman Adam Putnam (FL-12) praised the President’s three part agenda of fighting the war on terrorism, improving homeland security and job creation.  “The President laid out a clear agenda that everyone in Congress, regardless of party, can support.  I am particularly looking forward to the President’s Budget message and working with the White House to craft a Budget that makes the President’s economic stimulus and job creation goals reality,” said Putnam.

“Some commentators are prone to rate the President like a new TV show, last night President Bush did more than give a good performance, he laid out a clear vision of where America needs to go at this unique moment in our history, and he paid much deserved tribute to our military men and women who are fighting the war on terrorism.  I share the President’s confidence in the courage and skill of our troops.  They deserve not just our thanks, but the thanks of civilized people throughout the world for the job they are doing,” noted Putnam.

“I am hopeful that when the Budget Committee begins its work next week there will be bipartisan support for the President’s plan to double funding for a sustained strategy of Homeland Security.  Bioterrorism, emergency response, airport and border security, and improved intelligence are not partisan issues,” said Putnam.  “Increasing funding in these areas will, as the President said, make America, not only stronger, but in many ways better.  I am particularly looking forward to working with the White House to ensure that the Homeland Security effort includes improvements in border security and support for our local first responders, such as police and fire departments.”

“I think the toughest work we in Congress have before us is to put together a bipartisan economic stimulus package,” observed Putnam.  “I have twice voted for economic stimulus bills that have not even received so much as a Committee hearing in the Senate.  I thought the President reached out to the Senate in a very bipartisan way and called upon them to act, not in their own political interests, but in the interest of the nation, and particularly those Americans who have lost their jobs.  As the Budget process moves forward, I am committed to working with the White House and other Members of Congress to ensure that our policies encourage economic growth and our Budget contains real help for people who are out of work.”

Rep. Henry Brown (R-SC):

Contact:  Britton Clarke  (202) 226-9391


Washington, DC, Tuesday, January 29, 2002--This evening, Congressman Henry E. Brown, Jr. releases the following statement in response to President Bush’s State of the Union address:

“America faces a unique moment in history: our nation is at war, our homeland was attacked, and our economy is in a recession.  I support and applaud President Bush for reinforcing his commitment to achieving three necessary, solid goals - winning the war on terrorism, strengthening and protecting our homeland, and revitalizing our economy by creating jobs,” explained Congressman Brown.

“Our nation must provide the necessary tools and resources to win the war on terrorism and defend our country.  Most importantly, the President was clear that economic security and creating jobs is a top priority for this legislative session.  I look forward to continuing to work with the President in supporting our agenda and strengthening our nation.”

Congressman Brown serves the 1st District of South Carolina, which includes all or portions of Berkeley, Charleston, Dorchester, Horry and Georgetown counties.
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