U.S. REP. PATRICK T. MCHENRY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

20 MARCH 2005

CONTACT: JONATHAN COLLEGIO

(202) 225-2576

Congressman McHenry Returns to Washington for Emergency Session of Congress; Will Vote to Keep Terri Schiavo Alive in 12:01am Monday Vote

Congress called into emergency session to pass law to keep Florida woman from dying of starvation and dehydration; North Carolina congressman in strong support of the measure.

WASHINGTON – Congress was called back into session on Sunday, as lawmakers will debate and vote on a bill to save the life of disabled Florida woman Terri Schiavo, after a state judge there ordered that her feeding tube be removed.

Congressman Patrick McHenry (R-NC-10), who argued Friday on MSNBC that the judge be held in contempt of Congress, today flew from his home in Cherryville, North Carolina to Washington, DC to cast the vote.

“Terri Schiavo breathes on her own. Her heart beats on its own. She laughs, she cries, she is alive, and we must defend her life,” said Congressman McHenry. “An out of control judge ruled that she must die, and this Congress has to make every effort to keep Mrs. Schiavo alive.”

Mrs. Schiavo suffered brain damage in 1990 when her heart stopped because of a chemical imbalance. Her husband says she told him she would not want to be kept alive artificially. Her parents dispute that, and say her condition can improve.

Circuit judge George W. Greer from Mrs. Schiavo’s hometown in Pinellas County, Florida, ruled that her feeding tube be removed on Friday, after which Mrs. Schiavo will die of starvation and dehydration. Mrs. Schiavo has since gone almost three days without nourishment.

“This judge belligerently ignored multiple subpoenas from Congress, and I believe he should be held in contempt of Congress,” continued Mr. McHenry, a member of the House Government Reform Committee, which issued subpoenas on Friday to investigate certain aspects of the matter. “This is a matter of life and death, and an out-of-control judge and a husband who abandoned his wife should not be the ones who decide whether or not she should live. We will pass this legislation tonight to save Mrs. Schiavo.”

Congressman McHenry will return to Hickory, North Carolina on Monday morning, after debate and votes in Congress that will last until the early hours of the day. He will be available for interviews upon return to North Carolina. For more information, please contact Jonathan Collegio at (202) 225-2576 or by e-mail at jonathan.collegio@mail.house.gov.
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