May 23, 2005
 

WOULD YOU EXPERIMENT ON A

DEATH ROW INMATE?

 

Dear Colleague:

 

I am writing to dispel one myth promoted as a compromise in the debate surrounding the use of human embryos for scientific research.

 

Proponents of the expansion of federal funding for embryonic stem cell research claim that left-over human embryos created in clinics by in-vitro fertilization (IVF) would be discarded anyway.  However, embryos do not need to be discarded.  Instead, they can be adopted by or donated to other couples.  Additionally, new IVF techniques considerably limit the number of created embryos.  

 

Furthermore, after the Nuremberg Trials, any justification for harmful or fatal research on human beings has been soundly rejected in order to protect patients and the practice of medicine.  This is why civilized cultures have safeguards in place to make sure we do not allow research on or use organs from death row prisoners or terminally-ill patients.  We take a great risk if we dehumanize human embryos and accept that "they are going to die anyway."  We cannot use this standard to judge what is acceptable treatment for our fellow human beings.

 

Congress should instead focus on supporting and encouraging adult stem cell research, which has been proven to work, is not morally controversial, and holds true promise for disease victims.


 

Donald A. Manzullo

Member of Congress

 

 

 

 

